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INTERNATIONAL 


ZAGLADIN DISCUSSES PCI CRITICISM OF SOVIET POLICY 
Rome PAESE SERA in Italian 8 Feb 82 p 18 


{Interview with Vadim Zagladin, vice chairman of the international cammission 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, by Giorgio 
Fanti, Paris, 8 Feb 1982] 


[Text] There is no need to emphasize the importance of the 
interview with Vadim Zagladin which we publish here. This 
is the first time that an important Soviet leader has 
publicly faced subjects about which there is dissent with 
the Italian communists. 


Nobody had ever done this until now, after the well known 
articles in PRAVDA and in KOMMUNIST. Zagladin readily 
agreed to discuss the substance of the issues without 
pretense or false diplomacy. 


The vice chairman of the international commission of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union headed by Ponamariov)--really the most authoritative 
spokesman of the Soviet Communist Party on relations with 
Europe and the European communist parties--has a demonstrated 
habit of responding in a friendly manner with our questions, 
and we are grateful to him for this. 


[Question] Don't you think you are going too far with the PCI? 


[Answer] In what way? 


[Question] In the condemnation yo expressed in PRAVDA. You used expressions 
like “sacrilege.” Is communism a church? 


[Answer] We discussed positions which had been adopted and which concerned 
us. Don't we have a right to do this? Isn't this what the PCI does with us? 
You say we have gone too far; but it has been said to us that everything our 
people does is hostile to socialism or useless. 


[Question] These were not the expressions used or the judgments made. 








.Answer) But yes, for us this is the meaning of what the PCI said: that we are 
at an impasse, that the revolutionary momentum has been lost, and that by now 
everything depends on your revolution in the West. I must say that I was 
astounded. There can 6» differences of opinion; that is normal. But in the 
document of the FCI, it’s not a question of differences of opinion but condenm- 
nations. The political position expressed there is absolutely hostile to ours. 
And I am stunned (I speak personally here, because I have many friends in the 
PCI) to see that the people who are putting out propaganda for the PCI today 
are NATO officials, Americans, the enemies of socialism. 





[Question] Before we get to the substance, let us deal with method: the PCI 

has criticized some but not all aspects of existing socialism. But it did so 
informing all Italians--communists and public opinion--not mly about its own 
positions but also about yours. Why didn't you do the same thing in PRAVDA, 
which om the contrary published nothing but your answer to the PCI, and in tones 
of excommunication? Is Moscow the Vatican of communism? 

[Answer] I am the one who should have asked that question. Yq have the Vatican, 
and hasn't the PCI come to a “historic compromise” with the Catholics? 


[Question] But this is the past, and now the PCI is opting for the other way. 


[Answer] All right, we never said communism was like a church. As for method, 
we published two articles in PRAVDA and KOMMUNIST to answer the questions put 
to us by the PCI. There were many such questions, and they are weighty ones, 
and I think it will be necessary to study them carefully both fram a theoretical 
and from a political standpoint. And we shall do this. But I wish to add that 
Our entire party was fully informed about the Italian positions. 


[Question] There is no church, but there is a center which lays down the law 
about what is good and what is bad for socialism. 


[Answer] Many years have passed since the dissolution of the Comintern. We 
have discussed this for a long time, most recently in Berlin, and we all agree 
that there is no longer a center and there cannot be. Each party is free to 
decide on the course of action it sees fit. But since the PCI took it upon 
itself to judge the whole socialist system, we have the right,at least, to 
answer. 


[Question] Doesn't a recognition of different national paths necessarily 
entail each communist party defining itself with respect to existing socialism 
and to models already in existence? This is what the PCI did. 


(Answer) Models? I do not know of any models. We believe that socialism can 
take root only in a national context, and here we agree. In the two articles 
I have mentioned also, we never disputed the right of the PCI to choose its own 
national road to socialism. But the PCI says samething different: it tells us 
that we have chosen the wrong road. 


[Question] I don't think so; it was said that your road is not right for others. 








[Answer] But no me is telling yq to choose our road. And yam will no longer 
be the first. You will never be a country beseiged by all the capitalist 
countries. The Second World War is behind us and behind ya’. You have been 
spared many things, sametimes with our help. 


[Question] This is true, but it doesn't change the fact that every party sees 
and judges problems, facts, and dramas (Poland, for example) for itself. The 
PCI is a living organism; it is not in an aquariun. 


[Answer] Be careful, then. There are two aspects of the question to consider. 
The first is: what criteria define socialism? It is not a question of models, 
but of principles. There are not many, but it is these principles that dis- 
tinguish socialism from capitalism. Secondly: the practical application of 
those principles, which differs from country to country. 


[Question] But it is precisely about principles that there is a first major 
difference of opinion. For the PCI, and also for the PCF, democracy and 
socialism are inseparable. 


[Answer] We agree: democracy is a necessary quality of socialism. The dif- 
ference lies in the different concepts we have of democracy in your country and 
in ours. 


[Question] But this is a very substantive difference, as Poland demonstrates, 
for example. The situation has reached an impasse, and the crisis we are all 
aware of has led to an uprising of public opinion. The working class has 
stirred, with all of the dangers and contradictions we know about. But why 
was a solutiom sought in tanks rather than in democracy? Why do all of the 
crises of the Eastern European countries lead to military solutions? 


[Answer] Let us start with Poland. In Paland, we Soviets have the same posi- 
tions as the Polish communists, and we cannot have any others. I am sorry 
that the PCI did not accept the judgment of the Polish Canmunist Party. 
Secondly, the Polish experience is camplex and should be thoroughly studied. 
That is what we are doing. There is the problem of the party and its 
functioning, its relationship to the masses; the problem of the relationship 
between the spontaneous movement of the masses and the movement provoked from 
outside the country; the problem of relations between national and international 
circles, including the press and the radio. Poland is not only an example of 
serious errors committed by the party, it is also an example of how imperialism 
can take advantage of those errors. Haig has even said that it is up to the 
West to guide the future evolution of Poland, and saneone in the American 
administration has stated that “Solidarnosc” is more important for the West 
than 100 strategic missiles. 


[Question] This does not answer the question: Why not seek a democratic 
solution? 














[Answer] The Polish Canmmunist Party tried to for 15 months. It was only 

when it learned that the forces hiding behind “Solidarnosc” were preparing to 
seize power by force that our Polish comrades acted to avoid a civil war. I 
Goubt that the PCI considers civil war better than martial law. 


[Question] Martial law is a reality, the other is only a hypothesis. 


[Answer] But for 15 months our Polish comrades tried repeatedly to reach a 
compromise, whereas the other side was betting not on democracy but against 
it. 


[Question] I will come back to the other part of my question. The system of 
socialist states is now 35 years old. But so far, internal debate and dissent 
has led to only two outcomes: a schism, as in t:he case of Yugoslavia and China, 
Or military intervention, as in the case of Berlin, Budapest, Prague, and War- 
saw. Are there really no other solutions possible? 


.Answer] We have to take reality as it is. And during these 35 years, besides 
those crises there have been other events; there is the whole positive part of 
the develop ent of world emancipation. History never proceeds in a linear way, 
and it always requires blood and tears. In Hungary--and the PCI has recog- 
nized this--a counter-revolution was taking place. It was necessary to cut it 
off. In Czechoslovakia, the assistance of other socialist countries avoided 

a Civil war. 


[Question] One moment. In Prague there was a fully sovereign party which came 
to its own decision, and yq intervened to prevent it. 


[Answer] In Prague there was a divided party which had reached a schism, and 
our Czechoslovak comrades themselves explained this very well. We accept 
their explanation. Then there is Poland, but in this case there was no inter- 
vention fram outside. And I find that even in crises, there is a positive 
trend: faced with tragic facts like the Polish situation, the party decided 
on its own solution. I am sure that in the future there will be no more 
military interventions from outside. 


[Question] It was not the party that decided in Poland, but. the army. 


[Answer] No, no: martial law was decided on by the Central Committee of the 
Polish Communist Party. You say: Why military solutions? But in Vietnam-- 
I agree, the situation was very different there--what could ome do but fight? 
And Cuba? And there are other examples in the Third World. Socialism is no 
longer beseiged, but it is still constantly under attack. And it will be 
until the day when the revolution has triumphed in developed capitalist 
countries. 


[Question] It doesn't look like that will happen tomorrow. 








[Answer] We understand your difficulties. Furthermore, we also know that it 
will be harder in your country than it was in ours, because we had a weak 
bourgeoisie on the other side and yours is strong and experienced. But for 
this very reason, because of the serious difficulties that socialism must face 
in the world, people fighting for sccialism in each country at least owe it 
to other socialists to abstain from expressing severe criticism of those who 
are trying to defend their socialism, even militarily. 


{Question] The article in PRAVDA seems to make a distinction again between good 
guys and bad guys in the world. After the 20th Camgress, your analysis of the 
international situation was more complex: more able, I think, to contemplate 
the many possibilities and the comtradictory aspects of different realities. 
Does this mean that yo are going back to a rigidly Manichean vision? 


[Answer] Here, too, there is no disagreement with the PCI. Our vision is 
complex. we would say dialectic. In this camplicated and pluralistic world 
there is, however, something fundamental: the general trend of a transitio: 
from capitalism to socialism. But I think there are two different caomcepts of 
the struggle for socialism. Ours is that there is a struggle between socialist 
forces and those who oppose socialism. There are not two rigidly defined sides, 
but rather the incarnation of these two forces: two poles, if you prefer, 

with the imperialist countries on me side and the socialist countries mm the 
other. These are not *locs, mind you; they are two systems, and the struggle 
between these systems is the axis of world development. Now, it seems to me 
that the PCI's analysis lacks this class basis: it is a body without a skeleton. 


[Question] But there can also be a skeletm without a body, in other words a 
strategy for socialist transformation without a nervous system and all the rest: 
alliances, and recognition of the motive forces in action. Caming back to 
political forces: the PCI looks for a convergence in Europe with the socialist 
and social democratic parties. 


[Answer] These are two separate problems. About alliances there is no dif- 
ference of opinion between us. I think that our party has broader relations 
than the PCI with the socialist and social democratic parties and with the 
liberation movement of the Third World. The difference between us is that in 
these alliances, in a world dominated by class struggle--and here we are 
Manichean--beiween the bouregoisie and the proletariat, between capitalists and 
socialists, the communists have a special role to play, and they are aiised with 
a scientific theory of social development. 


[Question] Then yo could say this: for the PCI, the main thina is the goal, 
socialism. The means are secondary. For you, on the other hand, the main 
thing is the means: ya have to be communists or Marxist-Leninists in order to 
attain socialism. But France contradicts you; for the first time in the West 
we have a socialist government actually in power, and it is led not by the 

PCF but by the socialist party. 

















[Answer] Of course, the French experience is sensaticmal, even if it is ca@m- 
tradictory. I attended the socialist congress at Valence, and the socialists 
themselves are talking about a long and difficult experiment, and we are fol- 
lowing it with great interest. But even though we greatly appreciate what is 
being done by the French Government, I must say that it is the French commu- 
nists, in our opinion, who understand better what socialism is and how to 
attain it. Socialism cannot be built om the basis of collaboratio between 
classes. 


[Question] Here there is a difference of opiniom: you say that the PCF knows 
what socialism is. You say so. But according to the PCI, it is the people 
that decide; and here in France, with free and universal suffrage, when asked 
to choose between the socialism of the PCF and that of the socialist party the 
French chose the latter. 


[Answer] Of course it is the people who make the final decisim@m. But everyone 
knows the conditioning imposed by the managerial class in capitalist countries. 
Wasn't it Gramsci who suggested how to break the hegemony of the bourgeoisie? 
The people are the jndges, but the vote is not the mly way to solve the 
problem; even utopians know this. Struggle is necessary, and the mobilization 
of the people. A purely electoralist concept brings yo toa different shore, 
and you end up by handing out lessons to everybody, even to us and to the Poles. 


[Question] It seems to me that the PCI is teaching itself a lessin, above 

all. It wants to act differently frea you, to follow a different road. It 
Says that in Europe at any rate, otm solutions are necessary. But I would 
like to ask you about anothe: as;ject of the problem, which seems to be a 

point of union between the PCI and the Communist Party of the Soviet Union: 

the importance of the struggle for peace. It has happened that the movements 
for peace and disarmament have been in conflict; thev have even interfered 
with each other, after certain events like those which occurred in Afghanistan 
in 1979 and in Poland in 1981, events which involve ya directly or indirectly. 


[Answer] That is not true. The peace movement has never been so extensive in 
Europe as it was after Afghanistan in 1979-80. If there was a delay it was in 
Italy, and this was recognized by the Central Cammiiiee of the PCI in June 
1980. In other European countries, if anything it was the opposite that 
happened, because it was then that the movement egainst the installation of 
the Pershings and the Cruise [missiles] reached a peak. As for the influence 
of Puland, a meeting has just ended in Vienna with the participation of all 
the political forces concerned at a highly qualified level. All over Europe 
there are many initiatives, meetings, congresses, and manifestations occurring 
and being prepared. At any rate, I want to stress the fact that om this 
question of peace there is no fundamental difference between us and the 
Italians. 


[Question] I will come back to our differences. Your model implies an iden- 
tification between party and state. At a domestic level, the consequence is 
sclerosis, or the bureaucratization of political entities and trade unions. 
Externally, the juxtaposition or inextricable mixing of the reasons of state 
and international solidarity occur. How do yo answer this? 











[Answe~] I answer that, firstly, there is no identification between party and 
State. Lenin never confused the two. Stalin had other ideas for a certain 
time. Today there is no mixing. Of course we have only me party, and the 
party works every'here in the state and in society, but what else would yo: 
want? The functions of party and state are different. It is mistaken to 
speak of one being subordinatedtothe other. It is proper to speak of cooper- 
ation. As for internationalism and the interests of the USSR and of other 
communist parties and the liberation movement, it is true that most of your 
interests coincide with ours and most of our interests coincide with yours. 
We have spoken about peace, but there are other fundamental issues of common 
interest. 


(Question] So do yom exclude the possibility of differences of opinion among 
good communists? 


[Answer] Certainly not, every people has its own national interests, and they 
don't all coincide, obviously. Relations ama@mg communist parties--which must 
be relations among equals without any subordination--can run into difficulties 
and crises because of the existence of differing national interests, in fact. 
But our fundamental interests still unite us: peace, social progress, the 
emancipation of the Third World, the elimination of ecmamic, social, and 
cultural backwardness. And this is true even if every party can approach 
these big problems in different ways. 


[Question] In conclusion, what is the outlook for future relations between 
the PCI and the Communist Party of the Soviet Union? 


[Answer] I think we should discuss together... 

[Question] ...But without condemnations... 

[Answer] No ome is being condemned. We have examined aur schedule for meetings 
in 1982, and we shall certainly talk with our Italian comrades. Real questions 


have been put to us and we shall answer them. Isn't dialogue the norm for 
democ racy? 
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NATIONAL 


IMPROVEMENTS, EXPANSION OF PROPAGANDA WORK 


Moscow POLITICHESKOYE SAMOOBRAZOVANIYE in Russian No 12 Dec 81 pp 26-35 


{Article by N. Bikkenin: “Propaganda--Education--Individual Personality"/ 


[excerpts/ When the party poses the problem of stepping up the ideological-politi- 
cal, moral, and labor education, of strengthening the unity of ideological-theoreti- 
cal, p2litical-educational, organizational, and economic work, it is not a matter of 
mechanically multiplying the number of measures being conducted. The gist of the 
matter is that any measure must be oriented not on the external effect but rather on 
effectiveness. This is not a play on words but an expression of a principled diffe- 
rence between two dissimilar concepts, differences proceeding of necessity from a 
Leninist understanding of the propaganda by the “internal” rather than the "“exter- 
nal mode” (See vol 40, p 252). 


Accenting attention on the contents side of ideological activity, on the everyday 
practice of education (which, moreover, in view of its vital multi-facetedness can 
never be comprehended as a sum of measures, no matter how widespread they may be) 
does not mean that the forms of work should be ignored, for the form is also ac- 
tive; it needs to be constantly improved and renewed in connection with the solu- 
tion of new problems. V. I. Lenin wrote that the “lack of development and the lack 
of firmness in form precludes the possibility of taking further serious steps in 
developing contents; it brings about a shameful backwardness and leads to a dissi- 
pation of forces, as well as to a lack of correspondence between words and deeds” 
(vol 8, p 378). 


Juch an approach to form as a method for organizing the contents, under which the 

form itself is in a dialectical inter-action with the contents and plays an active 

role in its emergence and formation, is particularly fruitful for the concrete 

analysis of ideological processes and educational work, where the establishment of 

an optimum correlation between contents and forms as well as operating methods is 
of top-priority importance for attaining end results. 


The question of the forms of work which are most suitable to the present-day con- 
tents of propaganda and education has taken on a particular urgency in connection 
with the heightened level of culture, education, and quality of information enjoyed 
by persons, with the necessity for the most rational possible utilization of the 
powerful information-propaganda apparatus, in which every link is called upon to 
play its own role, without duplicating others, and to have its own precisely ex- 
pressed occupational profile and creative face. 








There is scarcely any need to prove, for example, that it makes no sense to deliver 
a lecture on television if this can be done by radio. At the same time a lecture, 
as distinct from a newspaper or journal publication, should be constructed in accor- 
dance with the laws of oral speech. And it is not hard to multiply such examples. 
Television's capability is to transmit pictures and movement, to create an effect 
of immediate presence; radio has an operational quality and a practically unlimited 
radius of influence; the press is marked by a regularity, a well-grounded quality, 
and specialization, not only in its quality of information but also in the way it 
tackles problems and in its capacity for thinking along with the reader; directness 
of contacts and concreteness of sharing, the opportunity for individualization in 
agitational and propaganda work--each of these characteristic traits of the various 
media of information and propaganda open up broad possibilities for their increas- 
ingly differentiated utilization, for them to supplement each other mutually, with- 
out duplication. 


The “tone of propaganda" may unconditionally be relegated to the principal concepts 
of the theory of ideology and ideological activity, which cannot be avoided in ana- 
lyzing the effectiveness of informational-propaganda and educational work. It 
should be noted that this expression itself has not yet earned its "scholarly ci- 
tizenship” and has not yet received sufficiently multi-faceted examination within 
the system of the party apparatus of the theory of propaganda, despite its great 
importance not only with respect to theory but also to practical application. In 
our literature this question has been partially examined, primarily on the level 
of the correlation between the rational and the emotional in propaganda activity. 
But the problem of propaganda’s tone is not exhausted by this correlation, although 
freshness of style, as well as vitality and preciseness of expression are no less 
essential for propaganda that they are for artistic creations. The inter-action 
between the rational and the emotional here constitutes a part of a more general 
problem, the essence of which is the correspondence, the adequacy of the word and 
the image to the richness, complexity, and contradictory nature of life's © 
realities. 


V. I. Lenin wrote about the “revolutionary dialectics of Marxist realism" (see vol 
11, p 137) as the founding principle of the approach to life. This principle 
serves aS a key to understanding a phenomenon which at first glance is so hard to 
grasp as that of the tone of propaganda. It allows us to manifest the social op- 
timism of socialist ideology and propaganda, based on political realism and the ca- 
pacity to encompass the dialectic of life in the movement of its contradictions and 
complexities, the inter-connection between the past, the present, and the future. 
Our optimism is based upon the universal-historical conquests of the October Revo- 
lution and the achievements of socialism, on the lessons of history, which have de- 
monstrated the invincibility of the cause of communism and the possibility of pre- 
serving peace. Since it is the opposite of self-satisfaction and ceremonial show, 
as well as being revolutionary and realistic in its essence, this optimism compri- 
ses one of the decisive characteristics of communist ideology and propaganda. 


In the light of what was stated above the tone of propaganda could be defined as 
the fullest possible correspondence between its concrete contents and the real, 
everyday conditions of work and life, practical tasks and problems being solved by 
society. It is quite important to note, in this connection, that propaganda be- 
comes optinistic not from life being depicted in festive colors. 














Nor, on the other hand, does propaganda become realistic due to a coliecting of 
difficulties and a registration of shortcomings. Its true realism is determined, 
in the first place, by how profoundly it reveals the essence of phenomena and how 
convincingly it demonstrates how major and minor problems may be solved, how diffi- 
culties may be overcome and negative phenomena rooted out, what has been accomp- 
lished along these lines and what still remains to be accomplished, i.e., a precise 
distiction between “what is" and “what should be." Realism in propaganda consists 
not at all in being bound to earth and empiricism but in the profundity and clarity 
of its theoretical contents, in the easy-to-understand revelation of the link be- 
tween lofty ideals, great purposes and the everyday, routine affairs of people, as 
well as the changes which occur in the concitions of their work and life. JV. lI. 
Lenin drew particular attention to the capability of propaganda and the press for 
revealing the mass scale in the routine, the heroic in the everyday. He left us 
such a Classical example of this approach in the article entitled "A Great 
Beginning.” 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo "Pravda", "Politicheskoye samoobrazovaniye", 1981 
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NATIONAL 


NEW PLAY STRESSES LENIN'S PRAGMATISM 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 12 Jan 82 p 3 
[Review article by N. Potapov: "The Great Science of Overcoming”/ 


[Text/ /New Play about Lenin on the Stage of the MKhAT /Moscow 
Art Theater/ 


Within the magic world of the theater the clock of his- 
tory has its own time; in the glow of the footlights cen- 
turies and epochs, countries and continents are easily 
drawn closer together. And, therefore, we should not be 
surprised that everything seen by us in M. Shatrov's play 
"Thus We Shall Overcome!" has been placed--in accordance 
with the chronological framework of the plot--entirely in 
15 minutes. This is precisely that historically real 
time which, it is supposed, Lenin spent in his Kremlin 
office on 18 October 1923./ /in boldface/ 


Prior to this, Il‘ich had remained for almost a year in the Moscow Hills, where he 
was, at the insistence of the doctors because of his serious illness, “sentenced to 
inactivity.” This circumstance penetrates through the entire MKhAT production like 
a melancholy-tragic note. Isolated from the boiling, everyday concerns of the 
Council of People’s Commissars and protected by a strict party prohibition from re- 
ceiving any information from the “outside” world, Lenin would say with bitterness: 
“For me work is life, silence is death." 


And the theater--true to the tradition of Leniniana which has taken shape--does not 
concentrate our attention on the signs of physical deterioration, not on the mani- 
festations of the illness of the Revolution’s leader, but rather mobilizes all the 
arsenal of its expressive means in order to, having moved aside the boundaries of 
time and the walls of the Kremlin office, re-create episodes from his titanic work 
during the period following the October Revolution--when there was hunger and de- 
vastation, naked, predatory incursions by the German military establishment and 
Savage acts by Kulak bands, dangerous dislocations of great-power chauvinism and © 
local nationalism; when the multi-faced domestic and foreign foe was attempting 
to seize the young Soviet regime by the throat and strangle it; and when, at the 
same time, a force was making itself known, the increasingly confident, raging 

and elemental nature of the common people, surging into the creative streambed of 











new social ground, firming up the alliance of the fraternal nations and ethnic 
groups of the former tsarist empire. This force was the intelligence and the will 
of the Bolshevik Party, which was Lenin's great child. And this play, packed with 
the explosives of history, with the austere and unvarnished truth of its events and 
facts, is illuminated from within by the light of optimism. It tells about the days 
of bloody struggle, a struggle not to life but to death, as well as about the days 
which were opening the door to the socialist future. And for us, the audience, who 
consititute that future, as we sit in the theater, the revolutionary past which is 
resurrected by the magic of the theater becomes a high-capacity artistic formula of 
the Leninist science of overcoming, a model expression of Leninism in action. 


It presents no difficulty to see that the play “Thus We Shall Overcome!" is fragmen- 
tary in its structure and lacking in the traditional thoroughgoing dramatic action. 
The entire ensemble of its characters--with the most minor exceptions--having spoken 
one or a few bits of dialog, disappears from our field of vision, without having 
declared anything about their own human individualities. So whence comes this mag- 
netism, which--not for just an hour or two, but for a longer period of time--truly 
rivets our gaze and hearing to the stage, where everything--the conversations and 
the actions--revolves about the pure water of politics? The principal source for 
the radiation of this hidden artistic energy is the dramaturgical figure of Lenin, 
who, so to speak, stores up within himself the age’s thundercloud discharges, sen- 
sitively responding to its major and minor dramas, to the sufferings and the mis- 
fortunes of the entire nation and those of its individual members. And all that is 
so stormy and unrestrained in the many voices of humanity comes splashing onto tre 
stage with the appearance on Lenin on it (and he no longer leaves it until the 
play's end)--all this is revived for us by his sleepless memory and is seen by 
means of his spiritual vision. 


Here it should be stated right off that in the person of the actor A. Kalyagin, 

who is acting the role of Lenin for the first time, this production has found a re- 
liable support for its verisimilitude and its artistic vitality. The external 
traits of this performer, as it were, from the beginning ensures the effect of a 
portrait type of similarity; for several moments it is even very difficult to get 
used to Kalyagin's Lenin. And this is without those characteristic poses, ges- 
tures, and speech colorations, which, as is known, were quite important in the ex- 
ternal stage portrayals of the first outstanding performers in the role of our 
leader. 


Perhaps just one gesture by Kalyagin--with all its semming unpremeditated quality-- 
bears, if one may so express it, the burden of the plot. Lenin touches his neck, 
which had been shot through, and this--according to the comment by the playwright 
--"returns him to the sounds of that next to last day of August 1918...." The 
three shots by the SR woman terrorist ring out, and everything which then takes 
place with the wounded Lenin, as it were, is designated with a pointer in his bro- 
kenly confused monolog: there is the sound of his parents’ names, a request to 
give back to a worker the shirt which had to be used to bind up the wound in the 
plant's courtyard, and the words that “attempts on one's life constitute an occu- 
pational hazard of a politician.” 


This central role in the »lay “Thus We Shall Overcome!" demands ihat the actor 
give of himself to an extreme degree. Perhaps in no other of the previous works 
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by Shatrov, who for a quarter of a century now has been developing the historico- 
revolutionary theme, has the dramaturgy of Lenin's figure concealed within itself 
such a rich spectrum of emotional states, such a dynamic shift of feelings, nor has 
there been imposed upon a performer the necessity of bearing the load of intellec- 
tual work on such a scale. This extremely complex score of the role, demonstrating 
with what boundless self-consumption every moment of Lenin's life was spent, has 
proved to be within the power of A. Kalyagin‘s talent; he manages to say a great 
deal even by the silence of his hero. And one would like to believe that this ac- 
tor will find within himself the inner resources in order to--from performance to 
performance-- adjust with increasingly finer tuning psychologically, each trait 
in Lenin's stage behavior, each of his intonations. 


It would be a mistake to think of Shatrov as a “documentary writer," as merely one 
who quotes and restores with meticulous detail the facts and events of the past, or 
that the situations of his plays are simple copies of what has occurred in reality. 
Shatrov's dramaturgy, appealing to our feeling of history's continuity, seeks in 
the past not the ashes but the fire. And hence what is operating here is a general 
law of art--the law of artistic selection, a concentration of vital material, a law 
which does not insist on a sacrosanct attitude toward every letter in the book of 
history but which is implacable in its demands for fidelity to its spirit. Let us 
Suppose the following: this or that member of the audience feels that his histori- 
cal expertise is troubled to a certain degree by the fact that, let's say, in the 
very dramatic scene where the Bolshevik leadership is discussing the difficult con- 
ditions of the peace treaty with the Kaiser's Cermany even the chairman--and this 
is an advocate of the Leninist line--is revealed not as a genuine historical perso- 
nage. There are also other episodes in the play where Lenin's closest and faithful 
colleagues in the party and in leadership positions within the country do not ap- 
pear as members of the acting cast. What does appear, however, are their verbal 
portraits, as re-created by Lenin and colored by his emotions. And although these 
portraits are, of course, incapable of taking the place of the actual persons, they 
do, nevertheless, occupy an important place in the dramaturgical fabric of this 
work and in the realization of the author's intent. 


Frankly publicistic in both genre and style, M. Shatrov's play conceals, however, 
within its depths a considerable charge of theatricality and stage-type visual ef- 
fects. When, for example, the words spoken by Lenin at Sverdlov's death-bed (it 
is not presented visually on the stage) become the beginning of his spee.h at the 
funeral meeting, and the elements of the harsh dialog with the representative of 
the “workers' opposition," Varvara Mikhaylovna (T. Lavrova) grow into the passion- 
nate speech delivered from the rostrum of the Party Congress--that is theater, with 
its openly acknowledged conventionality, contracting time extremely and combining 
various places of action. But this dramaturgical and production process has yet 
another--metaphorical--level: to show the inseparability within Lenin of the per- 
sonal and the historical, the unity in him of the human being and the politician, 
for whom there were not two truths--one, so to speak, for domestic, private use 
and the other--for the public forum, for the mass audiences. How truly dramatic, 
cauSing spiritual pain, is the quality which stands behind the uncompromising na- 
ture of Lenin's words, sounding forth in the conversation with Varvara Mikhaylov- 
na: "If I rage politically, I also rage personally.” 
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The element of vivid theatricality also makes its appearance in another component of 
Oleg Yefremov’s staging--I have in mind the revolving, circular, mass pantomimes. 
Coming in a definite sequential format, they become, .as it were, a multi-component 
and multi-colored emblem of this or that specific period in our history. As an ag- 
gregate of the individual plasticity and by the characteristics of their clothing 
styles they also provide a social cross-section of society. This speechless circu- 
lar rotation and boiling up of life allows us to see Lenin at the center of social 
upheavals; it opens up epic scopes for the personality and historical deeds of the 
proletarian leader. At first emotionally scorching, these pantomimes--and there are 
at least ten of them--gradually lose their shock impact. The device reveals its 
own "fatigue." 


In the scenes of Lenin's meetings with the workers and peasants there is an atmo- 
sphere of particular trust and human frankness. Organically manifested here are 
those qualities of Il‘ich about which Gor'kiy spoke in his essay about him: "a 

vital interest in simple people” and an “amazing quality of concern for workers.” 


This is very dear, when there is no feeling that the stage Lenin, who is leading 
the Bolshevik Party and the country down an unknown road, is simply quoting hin- 
self as an historical person, but rather, as it were, before our eyes, listening to 
the hum of life, to the voice of the people, and is seeking the truth, without be- 
ing afraid in some instances (for example, in the meeting with the secretary of the 
MK [Moscow Committee/, where the talk touches upon the distribution of fuel and 
foodstuffs) te confess: "I was mistaken." Or, as occurs in his dialog with the 
worker-party-member Butuzov (G. Burkov), to the latter's question as to what and 
how one should act, in a practical way, so that under the new life each person 
could strive to be in the vanguard in his work, to answer: "I don't know.” This 
episode is one of the most memorable in the play. It is freshly and interestingly 
written by the playwright and played by the actors in a finely drawn manner, with 
an unforced humor. Behind it lies an important facet of the play's problematics: 
the vital yearning of the plant worker to master the ABC's of Marxism, culture, and 
his striving to reach with his own mind an understanding of the essence of the top- 
priority tasks of building the new society. By all the direction cf his thoughts 
and concerns Butuzov, as it were, attests that Lenin's cause, the party's cause, 
has become the cause of the working class, the cause of the broad popular masses. 


As a rule, political leaders reveal their true scope--historical and personal--at 
the most crucial moments of public life, at its critical turning-points. In the 
initial stage of Soviet Russia's existeneée® ‘e period of struggle for the peace 
treaty of Brest-Litovsk was just such a period. Woven here into a thick cluster 
were the problems of revolutionary theory and practice, strategy ani tactics. This 
waS a moment at which the party was within a hairbreadth of splitting up. A. Kal- 
yagin puts all of his remarkable temperament into conveying the furious, unre- 
strained wrath which Lenin heaps upon Trotskiy, who, by violating the directive 
about signing the peace treaty at Brest-Litovsk, has made a "gift" to the German 
imperialists, as well as upon the “left-wing verbal prodigality” of Bukharin and 
his adherents, who are creating a "requiem for the Russian Revolution.” Brilliant- 
ly effected here is Lenin's capability, in a situation of exceptional complexity, 
of proceeding to assert his correctness to the end, to extreme solutions. And he 
remains true to himself throughout, when they oppose him with political adventur 
rism, "“self-conceited" over~-fastidiousness, ambitious “instigation” of history, 
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and running on ahead, fraught with social misfortunes. 


It was none other than Lenin himself, who had thoroughly mastered the Marxist dia- 
lectic, who was capable of proceeding along the border between the “passing moods 

of a class and the radical interests of that same class.” And, in the final analy- 
sis it was precisely him which the working class followed, having recognized the in- 
portance of a breathing-space for saving the gains of the October Revolution and for 
building a new society. 


The theater also shows how filled with dramatic quality was the period of time when 
the policy of war communism came into the sharpest conflict with the conditions for 
the country's peaceful development, when the surplus-appropriation system made a 
mortal threat to the alliance between the working class and the peasantry--the 
highest principle of the dictatorship of the proletariat. The revolt in Kronshtadt 
at a time when politically raw recruits had been sent there from the rural areas 
was one of the most ominous symptoms of the peasantry's dissatisfaction with the 
Surplus-appropriation system. The MKhAT production, referring us to this severe 
episode, to those historic days when some highly placed panic-mongers were crying 
in Moscow that the “cuckoo was already singing” the end of the Soviet regime, al- 
lows us to sense with particular sharpness the powerful genius of Lenin, who under 
the circumstances of an unprecedented internal political crisis proved to be a lea- 
der at the heighth of his vocation; he armed the party and the people with solu- 
tions of permanent, world-wide, historic importance. Primary here was the intro- 
duction of the NEP /New Economic Policy/, which became, let's use the words of the 
worker Butuzov, a “defense of the Revolution by the economic route.” 


"The Lesscens of Kronshtadt," about which Il‘ich spoke so much from the rostrum of 
the 10th Farty Congress, reveal in the play “Thus We Shall Overcome!” their unfad- 
ing importance in various aspects. Opening up here in its indisputability is the 
Marxist truth about the necessity of revolution and for every genuinely people's 
regime to know how to defend itself. Lenin's voice is filled with steel when he 
speaks in the play about the Kronshtadt revolt: "The party will not tolerate for 
one second an abscess upon the country's body. There can be no talk today, tomor- 
row, or ever about living together with the enemies of the Revolution. Let no one 
have a shadow of a doubt on that score." 


And there is yet another facet of this question, which constitutes far from merely 
an historical interest. This is a reminder of how dangerous social diseases can 
become when they are neglected--whether because of political short-sightedness on 
the part of the "“diagnosticians" or because of someone's self-seeking and cowardly 
desire to protect the uniform. This is exactly what happened with the calmative- 
eyewash-type of information about the state of affairs at Kronshtadt which came 
out of Petrograd from Zinov'yev. This hindered the party in forestalling the un- 
desirable development of events. “The truth," Lenin says on this point, "should 
not depend on whom it is supposed to serve.” 


It is well known that our class enemies--both before and now--sense any profit a 

mile away, including that which is promised to them by "theoretical weeds" on the 
field where the new society is being built. "Why such fury, Vladimir Il‘*ich?" un- 
comprehending asks the leader's woman interlocutor, who professes the views of the 
"“workers' opposition.” And then Lenin suggests that she and those who think like 
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her ponder over the reason why their profuse verbiage concerning the independence of 
trade unions from the party and the state and about transferring to them the manage- 
ment of the national economy has taken place “to the thunderous applause of the fo- 
reign White-Guardist establishment.“ Need we say that to the present-day bourgeois 
mourners over the fates of workers in the socialist countries any evil-smelling bel- 
ching forth of the concepts of "workers" opposition” is dear? Herein Lenin saw the 
“negation of the very need for the party.” Such actions in fact, even though they 
may be in accordance with renovated recipes for a “workers* opposition,” constitute 
a direct path into the swamp of counter-revolution, to the restoration of capital- 
ism. Is this not testified to, for example, by the trans-oceanic Witches" Sabbath 
being celebrated around the present-day Polish events? 


One of the fundamental themes running through this play is the theme of the peace- 
ful aspirations of the young Scviet Republic. This theme begins to resound at fill 
force when Genoa, the press conference of the Soviet delegation, rises befcre the 
mind's eye of our leader. (The business of having the questions and answers here 
spoken in several foreign languages does not constitute, to my way of thinking, a 
"color" enriching the play. If, indeed, this principle of verismo were carried to 
its logical conclusion, then the German general should probably express himself in 
his native language in this play. But this, as they say, is an aside.) The conver- 
Sation about the peace-loving nature of Soviet foreign policy is made more profound 
and specific in Lenin's interview with Armand Hammer (portrayed by Ye. Kindinov). 
“Convey to everybody,” Il‘ich says to this young American businessman, “any other 
alternative besides a parallel peaceful co-existence; we have none!" Speaking 
about the tremendous economic tasks confronting the country and describing those 
prospects which are promised to the peoples by the development of trade and the ex- 
change of cultural valuables, Lenin adds the following with conviction: “If you 
like, disarmament is the ideal of socialism.” 


Particular significance is to be seen in the fact that the person talking with the 
head of the Soviet state in this play is Hammer, who quite recently--for the ump- 
teenth time--visited Moscow. As a reliable business partner of our country for 
more than six decades now, he has been an historical witness throughout his long 
life to the unchanging nature of our party's Leninist course toward peaceful co- 
existence, its unwavering desire for friendship and cooperation among peoples. And 
it is important to recall here--in speaking about the rare destiny of this Ameri- 
can--that he, it seems, is the only person now living on this planet who has in his 
office photographs standing side by side of V. I. Lenin and L. I. Brezhnev, with 
their dedicatory signatures to hin.... 


In the play's finale we are alone with Lenin. Before leaving his office, with 
which so much is connected and to which he is fated never to return, Il‘ich casts 
his gaze deep into the theater auditorium--and it, this gaze, is demanding and in- 
quiring. And then a kind of encouraging; smile moves his lips.... 


And in the auditorium, where, it seems that the final words of the leader's 

gress speech have hardly died away: "We have found the true path. Do not turn 
aside. Do not t»rn aside! Thus we shall overcome!"--the audience, bursting into 
an ovation, rises in an involuntary surge. And herein lies the great achievement 
of the theater, which has permitted us, so to speak, to experience anew the joy of 
sharing in Lenin's life-giving thoughts, the joy of spiritual kinship with the ge- 
nius of the Revolution, whose name illuminates today's affairs, as well as the ac- 
complishments of the Soviet people and the party which he created. 
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NEW ATHEIST PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED 
Moscow POLITICHESKOYE SAMOOBRAZOVANIYE in Russian No 1, Jan 82 pp 141-143 


[Review by A. Belov, Candidate in Philosophical Sciences, Chief of the Editorial 
Board for Literature on Scientific Atheism of Politizdat of a Series of New 
Atheist Publications] 


[Text] An atheistic education is of considerable help in forming a scientific 
materialist world view in a person. For the establishment of the principles of 
scientific materialism occurs with some people during the process of their overcom- 
ing of their religious idealistic views and ideas and their religious morality. 

It is for this reason that the party attributes such great importance to the 
cultivation of atheistic convictions, regarding this as an important part of 
communist education. 


As is known, Politizdat publishes diverse genres of scientific atheistic litera- 
ture for the organizers of at*eistic work, propagandists, students in the system 
of party studies, and also for the widest range of readers. 


Thus, the “Library of the Atheist" has been coming out from the publishing house 
for almost six years. Twenty-three pamphlets have already been published in it. 
In recent times alone we have seen the publication of works by G. Fartukhova 

"The Social Responsibility of the Individual and Atheism," I. Malakhova "The 
Anatomy of Religious Faith," A. Maslova "The Humanism of Atheism," N. Andrianov 
"The Soviet Way of Life and Atheistic Education" and A. Alimbayev "Atheistic 
Convictions for the Young.” The secretary of the Zhitomir obkom of the CP of the 
Ukraine V. Ostrozhinskiy describes the work of party and public organizations to 
introduce into everyday life and to improve new socialist rituals in the pamphlet 
"Rituals in Our Life." It shows that the new rituals are becoming an organic 
component of our way of life and a factor in communist education and the over- 
coming of religious prejudices. 


V. Murashova and A. Khmel'nitskaya, the authors of the pamphlet "The Art of Per- 
suasion," have worked for many years in atheistic education and share their pro- 
paganda experience with the readers. They cite a large number of examples of the 
organization of mass and individual atheistic work in labor collectives and at 
residences, and emphasize the difficulty of the process of overcoming religious 
survivals in the consciousness of people. The pamphlet discusses the pedagogical 
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tact of the propagandist, the psychological climate in the collective which helps 
to establish contacts with believers, and the art of persuasion--precisely an art 
which has to be mastered. The propagandist who conducts atheistic work can count 
on success if he is to a certain degree both a teacher and a psychologist and if 

he has the gift of eloquence. None of this comes in one day. The high profession- 
alism of a propagandist develops over a period of years. But he has to strive 

for it if he wants his words to reach the minds and hearts of people. 


In the pamphlet by the Petrozavodsk propagendist V. Yershova "The Springs of 
Cognition" the role of regional studies in atheistic education is examined. With 
examples taken from experience, the author describes how Karelian teachers, turning 
to history and to the monuments of the past, reveal the social role of the church 
to their young pupils. 


Readers are also well acquainted with books from the "Library of Atheistic 
Literature." This series has published works by the French materialist philoso- 
phers of the 18th century which V. I. Lenin characterized as lively and talented 
tendentious journalism; works by the Soviet scholars S. A. Tokarev “Religion 

in the History of the Peoples of the World" and I. R. Grigulevich "The Inquisition"; 
a study by the Italian Marxist Ambrodzho Donini "At the Sources of Christianity"; 
the works by the Polish writer Zenon Kosidovskiy "Biblical Legends" and “Legends 

of the Evangelists"; the fundamental work by the English ethnographer J. Frazer 
"The Golden Bough"; and others. 


Every year several small books on the most important problems of scientific 
knowledge which have a direct relationship to the propaganda of atheism come out 
in the series “Conversations About the World and About Man." Among them are 

"God and ‘Believing’ Scientists" by M. Skibitskiy, "In Search of Heaven and Hell” 
by V. Chertikhin, "The ‘Secrets’ of the Psyche Without Secrets" by V. Lebedev, 
and “Search for Adam's Ancestors" by V. Larichev. 


Two annuals are published by Politizdat--the popular publication "Atheistic 
Readings" and the counter-propagandistic "Arguments." 


The first of them long ago received the recognition of readers: 11 issues have 
already been published. The materials and illustrations which are published in 
the collection are used in setting up "atheist's corners" and in organizing 
thematic evenings in clubs and houses of culture. 


Readers became acquainted with the annual "Arguments" relatively recently. It is 
conceived as a collection of materials which unmask the attempts of Western 
reactionary circles to use religion in their plans. For it is not a secret that 
religious problems serve today as an arena of sharp ideological clashes, and that 
a number of Western religious centers have been drawn into the orbit of the so- 
called psychological war, with the religious standard frequently becoming a cover 
for subversive action against socialism. 


The first issue of the annual "Arguments" which was published at the end of 1980 
contains materials which describe the activities of a number of religious organi- 
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zations in the West which are united with the forces of international reaction. 
These materials rebuff the bourgeois clerical falsifiers who are attempting to 
present the position of religion, the church, and of believers in our country in 
a crooked mirror and to distort the policy of the CPSU and the Soviet state in 
the religious question. These materials, I believe, will provide considerable 
help to propagandists and lecturers and will arm them with topical information on 
the problems of the contemporary ideological struggle. 


The publishing house devotes a great deal of attention .o reference literature the 
demand for which is constantly growing. The “Atheist's Pocket Dictionary" has 
been published in a third edition. Im the near future a new, reworked, and en- 
larged edition of "The Atheist's Table Book"--the sixth to date--will be published. 


One cannot fail to mention also such books as "The Blind Alleys of Orthodox 
Modernism" by M. Novikov, "The Mind is Victorious" written by a collective of 
authors, including scientists who work in various fields of science, and "With 
the Cross and the Trident" by K. Dmitruk which reveals the reactionary role of 
the Uniate Church throughout its entire existence. 


With what kind of new works of atheistic literature will the readers become 
acquainted in the near future? 


The second edition of the book by I. R. Grigulevich "The Papacy. Twentieth 
Century" which reveals the policy of the Catholic Church from the beginning of 
the century to our day will be published. Compared with the first edition, the 
book has been enlarged with materials about the activities of Pope John-Paul II 
who now occupies the Vatican Throne. 


In the next issue of the annual “Arguments” readers will become acquainted with 
articles which unmask contemporary Moslem anti-communism, the alliance between 
Zionism and Judaism, and attempts by Ukrainian bourgeois nationalists who are 
active in the West to revive the Uniate Church in the Soviet Ukraine. 


We hope that interest will be shown in the book by the Chairman of the Council on 
Religious Affairs at the USSR Council of Ministers V. A. Kuroyedov “Religion and 
the Church in the Soviet State” which traces the basic stages of the solution of 
the religious question in the USSR and the implementation of Lenin's principles 

of the socialist state's attitude toward religion and the church. The book shows 
how the inalienable right of the individual--freedom of conscience which is 
guaranteed by the USSR Constitution--is realized in our country, and the fantasies 
of bourgeois falsifiers regarding alleged violations of human rights in the 
socialist world are unmasked. 


A meeting with the collection “Atheistic Readings” which has been prepared at their 
request also awaits readers. It contains the best materials which have been 
printed in the previous issues of this illustrated publication. 


The book by I. Kryvelev "The Bible. Historical and Critical Analysis" will be 
published. It makes use of the results of a study of the history of the countries 
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and peoples which are mentioned in the Biblical texts and of the process of the 
formation of the Old and New Testament books. The work of archaeologists, lin- 
guists, ethnographers, and representatives of other sciences provides additional 
testimony to the earthly origin of the “Sacred Book" of the Christians and Jews, 
and to the events which served as the basis for the Biblical myths and legends. 
The author has enlisted extensive scientific literature on this problem which 
has been published recently in various countries of the world and which provides 
atheists with convincing arguments for a contemporary critique of the Bible. 


Editorial work has been completed on the book by D. Ugrinovich "Art and Religion” 
which contains an analysis of this important and topical problem. It is no 
secret that the church is making considerable efforts to prove an inseparable 
connection between art and religion and to ascribe to the latter an exclusive 
role in the development of spiritual culture. 


Tracing the development of art over many centuries, D. Ugrinovich shows the in- 
validity of such views. He cites arguments to substantiate the assertion that 

progressive art is connected with an atheistic and not with a religious under- 

standing of the world, and that the religious canons which were imposed by the 

church he apered artistic creativity. Only by freeing itself from them does art 
obtain room for development. 


In concluding our account of our publications, we request of the readers that 
they tell us what they liked in the books, what seemed to be unsuccessful, and 
what are the ways of improving then. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo "Pravda", "Politicheskoye samoobrazovaniye", 1982 
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NEW BOOK ON SOVIET SOCIAL PROBLEMS REVIEWED 
Moscow FILOSOFSKIYE NAUKI in Russian No 1, Jan-Feb 82 pp 169-170 


[Review by Professor D. F. Kozlov, Doctor of Philosophical Sciences, Department 
of Sociological Research, Faculty of Philosophy, Moscow State University imeni 
M. V. Lomonosov of book “Sotsial'naya Politika V Razvitom Sotsialisticheskom 
Obshchestve (Napravleniya, Tendentsii, Problemy)" [Social Policy in a Developed 
Socialist Society (Directions, Tendencies, Problems)] by V. Z. Rogovin, Moscow, 
Nauka, 1980, 205 pp] 


[Excerpt] The fact that V. Z. Rogovin's book is directed toward the acute and 
important problems of the present day is, in our view, one of its basic virtues. 
The author emphasizes that the contradictions and problems of the social develop- 
ment of Soviet society should not be regarded only as something negative. Their 
emergence and resolution serves as a necessary condition of social progress. 
“Most frequently,” he writes, "a social problem arises as a result of the complex 
interaction of various spheres of social life when changes in one sphere which 
are progressive in their social essence give rise to changes in the character 
and direction of the needs of people and engender side effects and new contra- 
dictions in other spheres of social reality." (pp 14-15) 


The author guides himself by this approach in analyzing social problems in the 
sphere of labor--the key and decisive sphere of the activities of Soviet people. 
The book convincingly demonstrates that the sharp rise in the educational level 
of the workers at the stage of developed socialism naturally gives rise to an 
increased orientation toward creative and content-rich work which makes possible 
the wide use of knowledge and abilities and further social professional growth. 
Under these conditions, the retention of a substantial number of jobs which do 
not require any or which require only minimum qualifications causes social dis- 
satisfaction in the people who are assigned to these types of labor activity. 

V. Z. Rogovin observes a certain contradiction between social and technical pro- 
gress at the current stage of the development of Soviet society which is ex- 
pressed in a lagging of the growth rates of the technical reequipping of labor 
behind the growth rates of the education and spiritual and social needs of the 
workers. The resolution of this contradiction requires an acceleration of the 
planned elimination of unskilled labor even in those cases when this labor is 
still economically efficient (for example, in mass flow-line production). 
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The author cites an analysis of the processes which characterize the changes in 
the way of life of the Soviet family. On the basis of the data of demographic 
Statistics and the results of socio-demographic studies, he shows that the pro- 
cess of a decrease in the birth rate which has been developing at especially 
rapid rates since the beginning of the 1960s is the result of a whole aggregate 
of changes in the way of life of Soviet society: the broad enlistment of wemen 
into social production, the rise in their educational level, the nuclearization 
of the family--that is, the disintegration of the traditional family which con- 
sists of several generations,--and so forth. Following through the social and 
economic consequences of this process which are expressed in the "aging" of the 
population, in a decrease in the growth of labor resources, and so forth, 

V. Z. Rogovin comes to the conclusion that a further decrease in the birth rate 
can be stopped only through the pursuit of an overall socio-demographic policy 
which he regards as a system of measures aimed at increasing assistan:e by the 
State to the family in the maintenance and education of children and at providing 
for a more harmonious combination of the labor and maternal functions of woman. 
Studying the experience and results of the pursuit of an active demographic 
policy in the European socialist countries, the author makes recommendations 
connected with a consideration of the economic and social effectiveness of 
demographic policy measures with respect to the conditions of our country. 

One of the important tasks of the party's and state's social policy under developed 
socialism is an improvement of distribution relations: the forms, methods, and 
proportions of granting different social groups the material and spiritual goods 
which are created by society. The sphere of distribution which is the ccnnecting 
link between production and consumption regulates the relations of equality and 
inequality in society which in reality appear as differences in the degree of 

the development and satisfaction of the needs of different social groups. The 
cuntradiction between equality and inequality is removed on the basis of pursuing 
a distribution policy which realizes the principles of social justice. "While 

it is closely connected with the social ideal, the concept of justice at the 

same time fixes the real position of people in society, and the proportions 
between their rights and duties which are fixed in constitutional norms and in 
the system of social guarantees which ensure them." (p 35) While he examines 
the basic ways of expanding the social guarantees, in particular on the basis of 
the growth and just distribution of the public consumption funds, the author 

at the same time shows that in the sphere of distribution relations under 
socialism there cannot yet be full equality in providing people with the goods of 
life. “Socialist justice presupposes different degrees of encouraging a person's 
real contribution to social production and a clearly marked border between honest, 
conscientious, and active labor, on the one hand, and the lo.fer, truant, and 
producer of defective goods, on the other." ( P 


Tracing through the basic directions of incomes policy, V. Z. Rogovin reveals its 
influence on equalizing the life position of various social groups. He calls 
attention to the necessity of a further strengthening of the stimulating role of 
distribution relations also on improving payment for labor which has to organi- 
cally combine personal financial interest with a strengthening of comradely 
mutual assistance in labor collectives, and connect personal interest with the 
public interest through group interest. (p 68) In this connection, there is 











an analysis in the book of the social and economic effectiveness of the new forms 
of collective organization and of payment for labor by final results (the 
Shchekino experiment, through overall teams which work on a single order, the 
"pulsar" experiment in the planning and designing organizations of the L'vov 
"Elektron" Production Association, and so forth). 


A number of rich ideas are advanced in the book in connection with an analysis of 
the social problems in the sphere of consumption. The author notes that social 
policy has the task of effectively opposing tendencies toward an activization of 
so-called social prestige needs in which the possession of things is a symbol 

of prosperity and success, while the rational aspects of consumption retreat 
into the background. (p 124) Treating the negative consequences of a 
shortage situation which arises as a consequence of a lack of balance between 
effective demand and the socially organized supply of goods and services, 

V. Z. Rogovin directs especial attention toward the emergence of the sphere of 
the so-called unorganized redistribution of income which violates those propor- 
tions in consumption which are set in the socialist system of distribution. The 
problem of shortages, as the book observes, “cannot be solved only be means of 
increasing production and reorganizing its structure in accordance with the 
changes in the structure of consumer demand. Its successful solution demands 

a further improvement of the entire system of distribution relations, particu- 
larly, the pursuit of a more flexible policy in the field of prices." (p 125) 
The author emphasizes that in the USSR low prices are maintained for goods of 
prime necessity, even if the production of the latter produces losses over a 
long period of time. However, the ensuring of the stability of state retail 
prices for the basic food and non-food goods does not exclude the maneuverable 
regulation of the structure of retail prices and, in necessary cases, price 
increases for such deficit goods and services which satisfy needs that go beyond 
the limits of daily and simple natural necessity. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo "Vysshaya shkola", Filosofskiye nauki, 1982 
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REGIONAL 


STRUGGLE AGAINST RELIGION, SUPERSTITION 
Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 10 Feb 82 p 3 


[Article by Z. Mukhitdinova, secretary of the Voroshilovskiy Raykom: "Light 
Against Darkness" ] 


[Text] The party advances the inculcation of each of our country's citizens 
with a Marxist-Leninist world-view as one of its paramount tasks. 


Religious views are a vestige of the past and the party has always devoted 
a great deal of attention to their elimination. The decree of the CPSU 
Central Committee "On the Further Improvement of Ideological and Political 
Education Work" states: "Elaborate and implement concrete measures to 
strengthen atheistic education." 


The proper organization of atheistic work is impossible without the joint 
efforts of everyone involved. The comprehensive atheistic education plan 
articulates appropriate measures of the party raykom, the rayon soviet of 
people's deputies, social organizations and administrative organs. The 
training and retraining of lecturers on atheistic topics are of major 
importance. In the rayon there are activists who are experienced in 
conducting atheistic work among the population and who have the requisite 
knowledge to do so. However their ranks have been joined by new comrades 
who must be taught propagandistic mastery. 


Ideological cadres are trained and briefed according to plan. Today much 
attention is devoted to the study of the materials of the 26th CPSU Congress. 
The rayon people's university of scientific atheism has been in operation 
several years. Its students are secretaries of primary party organizations 
agitators and lecturers on atheistic topics. 


The raykom and primary party organizations are trying to improve the 
coordination of the efforts of all ideological links in order to ensure the 
maximum effectiveness of all forms and means of atheistic education. Primary 
party organizations have formed atheism councils. A commission for monitoring 
the observance of laws regarding religious cults was formed under the 
executive committee of people's deputies. 
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Take the following example. Unregistered (wandering) preachers once appeared 
in the rayon. The commission conducted preventive work with them. The same 

commission halted the illegal actions of a Baptist religious group and took 

measures to ensure the strict observance of laws regarding religious cults. 


The active position taken by YANGI KHAYET, the rayon newspaper, on the given 
issue should be noted. In the last 3 years, it has published more than 160 
articles on atheistic topics. Among its regular columns are: "The Atheist's 
Tribunal," "Put New Rituals Into Practice!," and "The Soviet Way of Life." 


Atheist clubs are one of the forms of atheistic work. There is one such club 
on the Kolkhoz imeni K. Marks. Propagandists reach the hearts of everyone 
not only with their words but also present the example of a conscientious 
attitude toward labor. Thus, equipment operator Risolat Egnazarova and 
brigade leader Uldanoy Kayumova fulfill their socialist pledges every year. 
Last year, each of them harvested more than 150 tons of "white gold.” 


Cultural institutions have become atheistic propaganda centers. Libraries 
disseminate atheistic literature and hold talks with religious readers. The 
activity of the rayon center's central library is particularly varied in this 
regard. Here is a typical example. There is a circle of readers that hold 
individual talks in people's homes. For example, former believer Ergash 
Babayev frequently meets with young people and talks with them on such 
topics as "The origin and harm of holy places and places of worship," 

"On human mortality and immortality," "Critical remarks on the Koran" and 

on other topics. 


M. Akhmedova, M. Genyatullina and E. Kenzhayev--members of the CPSU and 
pensioners--are also active propagandists. 


The rayon organization of the "Knowledge" Society performs effective 
atheistic work. Lecturers Giyas Gubayev, Dzhura Amirkulov and Mukhzhir 
Dzhurayev not only deliver interesting lectures on atheism to labor 
collectives but also teach oratorial skills to young propagandists. 


One of the basic directions is the scientific atheistic education of pupils 
‘and parents. These questions are examined at party and Komsomol meetings, 
at meetings of pedagogical councils, and at parents’ meetings. 


The work of the people's university on scientific atheism at Rural School 

No 9 is deserving of attention. The topics of that university's lectures, 
reports and debates are timely. Here are some of them: "Scientific- 
technical progress and religion," "Put new rituals and customs in the life 

of Soviet people," "Islam and nations," and "Atheistic education--a component 
part of the formation of the scientific world-view of the working people." 





Bourgeois ideologues try to present the picture that socialism destroys 
esthetic principles of life and leads to the suppression of the individual. 
All this is an obvious lie. 
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Here is just one example. The family of Ziyavuddin, a former mullah, lives on 
the "Sotsializm" Sovkhoz. He did not send his children to the Moslem school. 
His oldest son Saidakhmad completed the Tashkent Institute for Railway Trans- 
port Engineers, defendec his candidate dissertation, and teaches at the 
institute. His next oldest son Sandakbar manages a Sovkhoz division. His 
youngest son Sandakram has completed Tashkent Polytechnical Institute. The 
father, while he was still alive, took pride in the fact that he was able to 
give his children an education. 


It would be possible to cite tens and hundreds of examples from our rayon's 
life that clearly attest to unprecedented socioeconomic accomplishments. 


In the past, our rayon had no schools, hospitals, movie theaters, libraries, 
and many other things. The rayon is now covered by a network of secondary and 
eight-year schools. Every population center has a cultural center, kinder- 
gartens, a hospital or a medical aid station. Every house has electric 
lighting, radio, television, gas, and a library. And all this has been the 
result of the active participation of the masses in creative labor for the 
good of our Homeland. 
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REGIONAL 


AZERBAIJAN MVD DISCUSSES ITS WORK IN 1981 
Baku BAKINSKIY RABOCHIY in Russian 13 Feb 82 p 3 
[Article: "Improve Work in Every Way"] 


[Text] An expanded sitting of the collegium of the AzSSR MVD discussed 
the result of the work of the republic's internal affairs organs in 1981. 


In the speech by D. D. Veliyev, minister of AzSSR Foreign Affairs, and other 
speakers it was noted that the republic's internal affairs organs and 
subdivisions carried out a number of organizational measures in order to 
fulfill the decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Improving Work on 

the Maintenance of Law and Order and on Intensifying the Fight Against 
Legal Infractions and the decree of the AzSSR CP Central Committee on 
Narimanovskiy Rayon in Baku. There were higher demands made on cadres and 
there was sterner reaction to violations of official discipline and socialist 
legality. In the republic's cities and raycns, law and order was 
strengthened somewhat and the fight against hooliganism, drunkenness and 
parasitism was stepped up. There was a reduction in the number of legal 
infractions directed against the life and health of citizens and in the 
incidence of juvenile delinquency. The fight against criminal encroach- 
ments against socialist property and profiteering was intensified. 


At the same time, the state of preventive work still does not meet the 
demands and this has to a considerable degree predetermined the increase 

in the number of certain types of crimes against property. Special at’ ention 
was devoted to the further improvement of work with cadres, to the 
strengthening of official discipline, and to the eradication of violations 
of socialist legality. 


The following took part in the work of the collegium: K. M. Bagirov, 
secretary of the AzSSR CP Central Committee; A. M. Zamanov, republic 
procurator; and I. I. Ismaylov, chairman of the AzSSR Supreme Court. 
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REGIONAL 


AZERBAIJAN CENTRAL COMMITTEE DISCUSSES SOCIAL PROBLEMS 
Baku BAKINSKIY RABOCHIY in Russian 11 Feb 82 p l 
[Article: "At the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan"] 


[Text] The adopted resolution stated that in fulfillment of the decisions of 
the 26th CPSU Congress and the 30th Azerbaijan CP Congress, republic party, 

‘ soviet, trade union, and Komsomol organs, ministries and departments have 
stepped up their effort to organize the study of public opinion and socio- 
logical research and to make practice use of their findings. 


The main directions in the activity of the Azerbaijan Communist Party are: 

publication of decisions and measures slated for implementation; greater 

breadth and depth of intraparty democracy; the systematic study and all- 

round consideration of public opinion in the party's management of economic ) 
and cultural construction; and the inculcation of the working people with an 
active approach to life, with a correct scientific understanding of the 
attainments of developed socialism and its perspectives. A number of specific 
measures were taken during the 9th and 10th five-year plans to strengthen 
ties with the masses, to initiate sociological research and to establish a 
service for the study of public opinion. 


Today the republic has roughly a hundred sociological subdivisions and 
services functioning within the AzSSR Academy of Sciences, in ministries and 
departments, at industrial enterprises, at building sites, on kolkhozes and 
sovkhozes, and in educational institutions. Many party gorkoms and raykoms 
have amassed a certain measure of experience in public opinion research and 
in sociological research. The Center for the Study of Public Opinion and 
Sociological Research under the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee coordinates 
this work. It has supervised the study of public opinion and sociological 
research on the further development of the socialist way of life; on increasing 
the effectiveness of production and quality enhancement; on improving ideo- 
logical and political education work among the working people; on instilling 
them with high moral qualities and intolerance toward shortcomings and 
omissions and imbuing them with an active approach to life; on strengthening 
the role of work collectives in the resolution of these problems; and on 
improving the work of cultural and health care facilities. Studies have also 
been conducted on the opinions and proposals of the working people regarding 
a number of decisions of the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee. This research 
has played an important part in improving the propaganda of the Soviet way of 


28 








life, in improving the health of the moral and psychological climate in the 
republic and has furthered the development of democratic principles in manage- 
ment; the mobilization of their efforts to secure the fulfillment of the 
targets of the 9th and 10th five-year plans and the first year of the llth 
Five-Year Plan. 


The study of public opinion and sociological research are a reliable channel 
of information on the state of affairs in the various localities, facilitate 
the scientific analysis of modern phenomena and processes in the republic's 
political, economic and cultural life; and help to elicit shortcomings and 
omissions, to determine proper ways of eliminating them, to detect reserves and 
put them to better use, and to evaluate conditions that promote the effective- 
ness of party propaganda. They are increasingly an important component in the 
decision making process of party, soviet and economic organs. They are widely 
used in the preparation of questions for discussion by the Bureau and plenums 
of the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee, by meetings of the party economic aktiv 
and by scientific and practical conferences. The study of public opinion and 
sociological research have been the basis for integrated plans for the economic 
and social development of many cities and rayons, enterprises and institutions 
and for long-range plans for ideological and political education work. 





The quality of the research has in large measure been improved by the strength- 
ening of relations between the Center for the Study of Public Opinion under 
the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee with the nation's science centers. For 
example, the center has together with the Institute of Sociological Research 
of the USSR Academy of Sciences conducted a joint study "Indicators of the 
Social Development of the Working Class and Engineering-Technical Personnel 
in the Azerbaijan SSR" whose findings were reviewed by the Bureau of the 
Azerbaijan CP Central Committee. Based on the results of a sociological 
study "The Soviet Way of Life” conducted jointly with the Institute of 
Sociological Research of the USSR Academy of Sciences, a republic scientific 
and practical conference was held on the problem of the further development 
of the Soviet socialist way of life. 


Varied and efficacious ways of studying public opinion and of conducting 
sociological research have evolved. They include: questionnaires, interviews 
of people on the job and in the home, observation, reviews of ideological 
measures, the use of the mass media and propaganda to address the republic's 
population on various issues, the analysis of proposals and remarks expressed 
at party and workers' meetings, in letters from the working people, etc. 
Questions put to lecturers and speakers on the republic's political education 
days--Leninist Fridays--are systematically studied and forwarded to depart- 
ments of the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee, to party, soviet, trade union 
-and Komsomol organs, and to the appropriate ministries and departments for 
appropriate action. 


Data obtained from the study of public opinion and sociological research attest 
to the increased political sophistication and moral maturity of the republic's 
population which shows increased interest in and responsibility for the state 
of affairs in the collective and in society. For example, the Center for the 
Study of Public Opinion and Sociological Research under the Azerbaijan CP 
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Central Committee received more than 6,000 letters and telegrams in the course 
of studying public opinion regarding problems posed in the decree of the 
Azerbaijan CP Central Committee "On the Work of Party, Soviet and Law Enforce- 
ment Organs of the Narimanovskiy Rayon to Fulfill the 2 August 1979 Decree of 
the CPSU Central Committee ‘On Improving Work to Preserve Law and Order and to 
Intensify the Fight Against Wrongdoers'" which was published in the press. 


Republic seminars, practical activities and exchanges of experience have become 
more frequent for sociologists and party activists that have the responsibility 
of studying public opinion and conducting sociological research. In 1980-81, 
students were graduated from the sociology division of the party-economic aktiv 
faculty of the University of Marxism-Leninism of the Azerbaijan CP Central 
Committee. A large group of sociologists attended a course in Marxist-Leninist 
sociology at the Political Education Center of the Azerbaijan CP Central 
Committee. 


At the same time, much still remains to be done so that the level of organiz- 
ation of the study of public opinion and sociological research in the republic 
would correspond to the demands of the 26th CPSU Congress and the 30th Congress 
of the Azerbaijan CP. 


‘Some party, soviet, trade union and Komsomol organs, ministries and departments 
do not devote proper attention to improving the organization of the study of 
public opinion and sociological research. In this work, there is not always a 
purposeful, scientific approach, research topics frequently lag behind the 
urgent tasks of modern times, and the findings and the conclusions and 
recommendations drawn on their basis are not always analyzed in sufficient 
depth. The research findings frequently do not find practical application. 


There is need for improvement in the activity of the AzSSR Academy of Sciences 
and of higher education institutions in the organization of the study of 
problems in the socioeconomic and socio-political life of the republic 

and of the effort of party organizations to secure further improvement in 

the ideological, political, labor and moral education of the working people. 
The republic's scientific research institutions are doing little to help 
sociological subdivisions and services to elaborate methods for studying 
public opinion, to conduct sociological research, and to conceptualize their 
findings. Many sociologists lack professional training. 


The increased scale of communist construction, the increased complexity and 
acceleration of social development, the rise of the educational and cultural 
level of the working people, the enhancement of the vanguard role of the 
communists, the increasing activism of the propagandistic resources of the 
class enemy, and his attempts to exert a demoralizing influence on the Soviet 
people dictate the need for the further strengthening of ties between party 
organizations and the masses, the more precise coordination of all ideological 
services, for improvements in work on the systematic, in depth study and 
shaping of public opinion and on the organization of sociological research. 
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The Azerbaijan CP Central Committee has directed party, soviet, trade union 
‘and Komsomol organs and republic ministries and departments to develop and 
implement concrete measures for the further improvement of the organization 
of the study of public opinion and sociological research, to conduct this 
research on a planned and purposeful basis, to improve the methods and forms 
of making practical use of the findings, to analyze and eliminate shortcomings 
and omissions, and to use public opinion and sociological research data more 
widely in the elaboration of plans for socioeconomic development and for the 
further improvement of ideological and political education work. 


Party obkoms, gorkoms and raykoms have been instructed to improve the 
coordination of the activity of sociological subdivisions and services at 
enterprises, on building sites, on kolkhozes and sovkhozes, in educational 
institutions, in scientific research and other institutions and organizations. 
To this end, they must establish councils for the study of public opinion and 
for sociological research under party committees, must direct the activity of 
councils toward the expanded scale of study of public opinion and socio- 
logical research and toward improving their quality and increasing their 
effectiveness. 


The ministries of the oil refining and petrochemical industry, light industry, 
industrial construction, agriculture, health, culture, trade, consumer 
services, housing and municipal services, and local industry, and the 
industrial association for petroleum machine building--Soyuzneftemash-- 

must create services for the study of public opinion and sociological 
research within the authorized limits established for central apparatus 
personnel and must staff them with competent specialists. 


A new council of the Center for the Study of Public Opinion and Sociological 
Research has been confirmed. The council is chaired by G. A. Gasanov, 
secretary of the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee, and includes party, soviet, 
‘trade union, and Komsomol workers, scientists, leading production workers, 
and cultural figures. 


The council has been restructured to incorvorate the following departments: 
planning and organization of the study of public opinion and sociological 
research; development of recommendations and generalizations; and monitoring 
the implementation of recommendations. The circle of the center's base 
organizations has been enlarged. The Institute of Philosophy and Law of the 
AzSSR Academy of Sciences has been designated as the center's head organiz- 
ation. 


Programming and software support are the responsibility of the scientific 
research laboratory "Automated Data Brocessing Systems of the Azerbaijan 
Komsomol Central Committee and Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized 
Education of Azerbaijan at the Azerbaijan State University im. S. M. Kirov" 
which must be transformed into the scientific research laboratory of the 
Center for the Study of Public Opinion and Sociological Research under the 
Azerbaijan CP Central Committee. 
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The basic tasks of the Center for the Study of Public Opinion and Sociological 
Research are as follows: 


--the elaboration of programs and basic directions of study of public 
Opinion and sociological research; 


--the organization of the study of public opinion and sociological research 
and the practical supervision of all such work in the republic; 


--expanding the spectrum of study of public opinion and sociological research 
and making them more active; involving broad strata of the public in the 
discussion of the most important problems in the socioeconomic and socio- 
economic life of the republic; 


--the constant improvement of methods and means of studying public opinion and 
sociological research; strengthening ties with the mass media and propaganda 
in the republic; 


--the improvement of methods of processing and analyzing data obtained in the 
course of studying public opinion and of sociological research; 


--promoting the practical use of the results of studying public opinion and 
sociological research with the aim of further improving ideological education 
work in the republic, of increasing the labor and sociopolitical activism of 
the masses, and of fostering an active approach to life in individuals. 


The AzSSR Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education and the 
Center for the Study of Public Opinion and Sociological Research under the 
Azerbaijan CP Central Committee have been instructed to articulate measures 
for improving the training and retraining of specialists in sociology and 
social psychology. Provision should be made for increasing the training of 
sociologists through graduate studies at the country's leading scientific 
research institutions and especially at the Institute of Sociological Research 
of the USSR Academy of Sciences which should also serve as the base for the 
sociologists internship. 


The Center for the Study of Public Opinion and Sociological Research under 
the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee together with departments of propaganda 
and agitation and science and education institutions of the Azerbaidjan CP 
Central Committee, and the AzSSR Academy of Sciences must: 


--ensure the systematic studies of heads of sociological services and sub- 
divisions; conduct for their benefit republic and zonal seminar-conferences 
on the further improvement of the organization of the study of public 
opinion and sociological research in the light of the decisions of the 
26th CPSU Congress and the 30th Congress of the Azerbaijan CP: 


--develop a program for the organization of sociological research and for the 
study of public opinion in the republic for 1982-1985 and submit for the 
consideration of the Azerbaidjan CP Central Committee; 














-~-expand ties of sociologists with party committees, with councils for the 
study of public opinion and sociological research; develop and implement 
a joint research program for urgent problems in the republic's life; 


--create under the AzSSR Academy of Sciences constant lecture series for 
sociologists for the purpose of organizing the systematic training and 
advanced training of personnel belonging to enterprise sociological services 
and employ the country's leading specialists as lecturers. 


The republic "Knowledge" society must more vigorously disseminate socio- 
logical information. To this end, it must expand the network of people's 
universities, constant lecture series, and devote special attention to 
improving the training of lecturers specializing in sociology. The republic's 
party, trade union and Komsomol organizations, ministries and departments 
have been instructed to render the necessary assistance to the Center for 

the Study of Public Opinion and Sociological Research under the Azerbaijan 

CP Central Committee on matters relating to the study of public opinion 

and sociological research, to collecting the necessary information and 
processing the findings. 


Party committees, newspapers and journals, and the republic's State Committee 
for Television and Radio must make wider use of the mass media and propaganda 
in the study of public opinion, must inaugurate special columns, must 
regularly publish the responses of the working people to important socio- 
political events, and must systematically inform the population on the 
implementation of their proposals and remarks. 
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REGIONAL 


OBKOM SECRETARY ON LEADERSHIP QUALITIES 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 19 Feb 82, p 2 
{Article by V. Gusev, First Secretary of Saratovskiy CPSU Obkom] 


{Text] I often have to be at our bushings plant. And each time I go there with 
great willingness. It is a pleasure to see this enterprise again, for it is one of 
the best in the industry, and the meetings with the plant workers are interesting. 

I highly value the talks with the director of the enterprise, I. Yashkin. Ivan 
Andrevich successfully combines deep Party spirit, enterprise and eificiency. He 
knows not only how to set substantial, important goals for the collective, but also 
how to mobilize people to fulfill them. He always works in close contact with the 
Party organization. He listens keenly to the communists’ opinions; he is strict and 
uncompromising toward infringers of discipline. 


During the past five-year plan the director has actively promoted expansion of the 
initiative of leading production workers N. Bogatov, A. Tikhonov, V. Strejkov and 
others, who created multi-skilled teams with payment for final results. There are 
now 654 such teams at the enterprise, containing two-thirds of all workers. Much is 
being done at the plant to renovate and modernize the shops. This has made it 
possible to master the manufacture of new types of products and to increase labor 
productivity considerably. 


We have quite a few such directors. S. Safronov, the chief of the Saratovskaya 
Oblast Agricultural Construction Administration; A. Krivokhizhin, the aviation plant 
director; A. Nechayev, the direct r of the Sovkhoz imeni Radishchev in Novouzenskiy 
Rayon, and others enjoy well-deserved prestige. What distinguishes them? First of 
all--moral fiber, clearness of purpose, the ability to see the future, complete 
dedication to work. All this is also manifested in their concern for people. For 
when the conditions for creative exploration are created in the collective and when 
an atmosphere of friendship and mutual aid reigns, things will go well. 


I like the style of work of V. Muzychenko, the director of the Saratovskiy 
Machine-Tool Plant. He is well acquainted with the work environment. He grew up 
and was trained in the plant. He was repeatedly elected party committee secretary. 
The director knows how to listen to people and attentively examine their comments 
and proposals. Once a lathe operator, I. Yakovlev came to him and shared the 
thought that there was a possiblity of increasing labor productivity in the machine 
shop by introducing a number of simple devices. Yakovlev had designed and 
fabricated some of them himself and had already tested then. 
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"Thank you, Ivan Mikhaylovich," Muzychenko told the lathe operator. "You have 
submitted an interesting idea." Wot only did he immediately instruct the te<nnical 
departments to study the the innovator's novelties, but also raised the issue of 
disseminating the progressive lathe operator's practices and widely propagating them 
at the plant. At present his devices are being used by many machine-operators at 
the enterprise. And this is of great benefit to the collective. Ivan Mikhaylovich 
himself fulfilled the goals of the 10th Five-Year Plan ahead of time and became a 
USSR State Prize laureate. 


A business man never disregards valuable ideas. He persistently masters new skills 
and progressive methods of management, because he always tries to work better today 
than yesterday. And it is no accident that under the direction of the same 
Muzychenko the machine-tool operators are attaining height after height. In the 
last two years alone they have mastered the manufacture of 97 models of standard and 
complex, specialized equipment with automated cycles. During this five-year plan 
their production is already no less than 65-70 percent of the total volume. 


The following is also far from being an idle question: how does the director relate 
to shortcomings? If he does not conceal them, but takes measures to eliminate them 
and correct them, then he will not be threatened by stagnation. Then he will pass 
the test for efficiency. Somehow A. Kokushkin, the chief of the Volga Region 
Territorial Transport Administration received signals that the service schedule was 
being violated on some bus routes on the streets of Saratov, and that many people 
were piling up at the stops. Without delay Arseniy Alekseyevich verified these 
reports and quickly took measures to restore order. 


Such an approach to work is characteristic of Kokushkin. He does not sit around in 
his office but tries to visit he motor pools as often as possible, studies their 
operation on the spot, and promptly makes decisions. Any alerm signal from the 
l*xes and any interruption in the transport workers’ rhythm are viewed by management 
as extraordinary occurrences. And it must be noted that there are fewer and fewer 
stoppages among the motor transport workers. The administration coped with the goal 
of the past five-year plan ahead of time and increased the drivers’ labor 
productivity by nearly 23 percent. 


Experience has shown that success in work comes to those leaders who solve 
production problems in close harmony with the solution of social problems. At the 
Same territorial transport administration, nearly 28,000 square meters of housing, 
pioneer camps, polyclinics, 14 sport and sanitation bases were built during the past 
five-year plan. Auxiliary farms are being developed; there are swine breeding and 
rabbit breeding farms and greenhouses. All this naturally produces results. Just 
one feature: labor turnover has been reduced sharply in the collective. 


Speaking about authoritative, genuinely businesslike workers, I must say something 
about Hero of Socialist Labor N. Zakharov, the chairman of the Kolkhoz imeni Lenin 
in Balashovskiy Rayon. Having headed one of the lagging farms during the 1950's, he 
also regards as of paramount importance concern for the creation of good working 
conditions for people. Many houses are being built on the kolkhoz, and a nursery 
school, a lunch room, a high school and a stadium have been constructed. The 
livestock breeding farms have been wechanized, and the organization of wages has 
been put in order. Careful, conscientious kolkhoz farmers are encouraged here in 
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every possible way, but an uncompromising fight is being waged against loafers and 
drunks. Headed by Zakharov the farm is confidently increasing production anc is 
fulfilling planned goals from year to year. 


In whatever field a manager might work, we require from him a creative, enterprising 
attitude to work . But unfortunately we still do not always achieve this. Once in 
a while "managers" are encountered who are content with what has been achieved and 
justify their inertness by different objective difficulties and adverse conditions; 
at times they employ any means to obtain downward adjustment of plans from the 
higher bodies. Production capacities are still not being being fully utilized 
everywhere. This is particularly happening at chemical industry enterprises. The 
reason is shortages of raw material. In fact, when raw material is available, only 
our Nitron Association is capable of g*ving production in excess of the plan at R 90 
million per year without additional labor outlays. 


Individual enterprises are not fulfilling the products list goals and in a number of 
cases are seriously letting the consumers down. Among them are the Saratov Reserve 
Metal Construction and Petroleum Machine Building Plants and the Engel'sskiy 
Transport Machine Building Plant. The party obkom has decisively stopped such 
tendencies. Thus, S. Krasnov, the director of the Main Volga Water Construction 
Acministration Ferroconcrete Plant No 6, V. Dvoryankin, the chairman of the Ko.khoz 
smeni Kirov in Balakovskiy Rayon, V. Gordeyev, the director of Borisoglebskiy 
Sovkhoz, and others have been relieved of their posts for unsatisfactory management 
of the enterprises. 


We are concerned that not all leaders are yet servir, as examples for their 
subordinates. Some manifest inertness and conservatism or are working in the old 
fashioned way. Little attention is being given to improvement of working conditions 
and of people's everyday life. Thus, up to now almost half of production operations 
have been performed by hand in the Saratovskiy and Vol'skiy Tanneries and the 
Engel'sskiy Felt Footware Plant. People are working in old, unconverted buildings. 
We have repeatedly criticized A. Mikhel', the director of the Engel's Plant imeni 
Uritskiy for not showing concern for workers, But changes for the better are not 
occurring. Evidently severe measures are necessary here as well. 


Some industrial executives, profiting from lack of supervision on the part of party 
organitions, are tolerating abuse of office. Recently L. Chistyakov, the head of 
the Volga Region Gas Industry Construction Association, "distinguished" himse:f. He 
displayed indiscretion in building a private dacha and acquired limited construction 
materials at wholesale prices from organizations within his jurisdiction. Some of 
his subordinates were not long in following his bad example. Of course, we evaluate 
such cases appropriately. Chityakov had to part with his post. The former director 
of the Balakovskiy Power-—Operated Excavator Plant, S. Yurkin, who had opposed the 
collective, reacted to criticism impatiently and devoted himself to fault finding, 
also lost the right to be a manager. 


Of course, dismissal is an extreme measure. It is best not to go this far. We are 
improving personnel selection and educational work. We attach special significance 
to political training of industrial executives. The resolutions of the 26th CPSU 
Congress and the CC CPSU Plenum and Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's books "Memoirs," "Small 
Country,” "Revival" and "Virgin Soil” are an invaluable school for Party spirit. 
They teach personnel the Leninist art of working with the masses, an enterprising 
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approach to work, the ability to resolve any problem taking into consideration 
Strategic aims and the basic goals of building communism. Along with the training 
of managers in skills improvement courses, at the universities of marxism—leninisn, 
in seminars and in the aktiv schools, we also widely use such comparatively new 
forms as directors’ councils and committees for the promotion of technical progress, 
etc. 


Rut the main thing is still training during daily practice, fulfilling the party 
Organizations’ instructions and participating in the ideological and political 
education of workers. More than 45,000 executives are propagandists or political 
informants. They actively participate in politcal days, conduct ideological 
planning sessions and talks and give lectures and speeches. During the past year 
alone more than 100,000 speeches by leading workers took place on common political 
days. Approximately 7 million persons attended meetings with them, and nearly 
60,000 proposals and remarks were made on improving operational and educational 
work. 


In compliance with the requirements of the 26 Congress ana the CC CPSU decree on 
performance monitoring and testing, the party organizations are increasing 
industrial executives’ personal responsibility for the work entrusted to them. Last 
year approximately 300 reports by managers were heard at meetings of the obkom, 
gorkom, and raykom offices. Individual interviews were conducted with many of them 
concerning personal contributions to the implementation of the congress' 
resolutions. The commissions for monitoring the activity of management, of which we 
have aproximately 5,000, stepped up their work. 


The Party obkom is striving for further improvement of the style and methods of 
party and industrial management. Socialist competition is now being expanded in the 
labor collectives. The efforts of the Volga region workers are being directed at 
complete implementation of the plans and pledges made for the current year and for 
the five-year plan as a whole. 
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REGIONAL 





RESPONSIBILITY, LABOR DISCIPLINE STRESSED IN MOLDAVIA 
Kishinev KOMMUNIST MOLDAVII in Russian No 12, Dec 81 pp 65-71 


[Article by Yu. Todyka, Candidate in Juridical Sciences: "Participation by the 
Soviets of People's Deputies in Economic and Cultural Construction"] 


[Excerpt] A further improvement of the relationships between the local agencies 
of power and workers’ collectives is becoming exceptionally important for the 
successful realization by the local soviets of their tasks and functions in the 
economic sphere. The labor collectives include practically the entire adult 
able-bodied population. In addition, the relations between workers and an enter- 
prise, organization, and institution have a basically permanent character. At 
the present time the labor collective, and the work of party, trade union, and 
Komsomol organizations reflect the entire life of society--economic, political, 
and spiritual. 


This is why it is important that the connections between the local Soviets and 
workers’ collectives become increasingly developed. This is promoted by the norms 
of the new constitutional and current legislation. Of especial significance in 
this respect are Article 8 of the USSR Constitution and Article 8 of the Consti- 
tution of the Moldavian SSR which stipulate a broad spectrum of rights and 

duties for labor collectives: their participation in the discussion and deciding 
of state and public matters, in planning production and social development, in 
training and placing cadres, and in discussing and deciding upon the issues of 

the management of enterprises and institutions, an improvement of working and 
living conditions, and the utilization of resources designated for production 
development and also for social and cultural measures and material incentives. 

In keeping with their status, labor collectives develop socialist competitions, 
promote the dissemination of advanced work methods and the strengthening of labor 
discipline, educate their members in the spirit of communist morality, and show 
concern for raising the level of their political consciousness, culture, and 
professional qualifications. As we see, the local soviets and workers’ collectives 
have a large complex of problems and issues where their mutual in-erests 
"junction." 


A positive aspect of the legal regulation of the ties between the local soviets 
and labor collectives is the fact that in contrast to the USSR Basic Law, in the 
Constitutions of the republics these relationships are established more broadly 
and in more detail. For example, Article 131 of the Constitution of the MSSR 
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establishes the regulation that the local soviets carry out their work in close 
connection with public organizations and labor collectives, and Article 141 es- 
tablishes that the development of the economic and social development plans is 
carried out with regard to the proposals of the collectives of enterprises, 
institutions, organizations, and also public organizations. There is now a 
clearer and more detailed regulation of the relationships between the local 
soviets and labor collectives in the Laws of the MSSR on the rayon, settlement, 
and rural soviets of the MSSR and in other acts. All of this is creating the 
proper political-legal base for effective interaction between the local agencies 
of power and workers’ collectives in the performance by them of their functions. 


The strengthening of labor discipline is another very important task of all of 
the elements of the Soviets of People's Deputies. At the present time, with the 
increased dimensions of production, the greater complexity of economic relation- 
ships, the acceleration of scientific and technological progress, and the demo- 
graphic situation that has developed correct labor discipline is becoming 
especially important. Today the damage from every violation of it is increasing 
incredibly. Thus, in order to compensate on a country-wide scale for the loss 
by every worker of only one minute of shift time, it would be necessary to bring 
an additional 200,000 people into the economy. Under these circumstances, the 
integration of the efforts of the local soviets and workers’ collectives in in- 
creasing labor discipline is becoming especially important. This is a reserve 
for increasing social wealth which does not require capital investments, but 
which can produce an important result. An improvement of labor discipline and 
the necessity for activating the efforts of government and economic agencies and 
workers’ collectives in this direction has not only an economic but also a 
political educat:onal aspect. For the society of developed socialism advances 
to the forefront the task of a further improvement of collectivist principles 

in all of our life and the education of the new man who is characterized not 
only by a high level of general educational training but also by the constant 
growth of his socio-political and labor activeness and his social responsibility 
to the state, the labor collective, his workmates, and to his family. Being a 
reflection of the basic production relationship of socialism, labor discipline 
exercises a decisive influence on all of the elements of the socialist way of 
life. 


The realization of the decree of the CC CPSU, USSR Council of Ministers, and the 
AUCCPU "On a Further Strengthening of Labor Discipline and a Decrease in Labor 
Turnover in the Economy" and the decree of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet "On the Tasks of the Soviets of People's Deputies in Further Strengthening 
State and Labor Discipline and Improving the Use of Labor Resources" is of 
essential importance in the work of the local agencies of power. The practical 
implementation of these decrees has been defined as a long-term campaign with a 
permanent and long-term character. And full account has to be taken of this 
thesis. Emphasizing the social importance of the work of the soviets in this 
field, the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet noted in its decree that the 
execution by the Soviets of People's Deputies of their constitutional authority 
to control the use of labor resources at all of the enterprises, institutions, 
and organizations located on their territories and to ensure compliance with the 
labor laws and the strengthening of state and labor discipline has to be regarded 
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as one of the chief directions of the work of government agencies to implement the 
party's economic and social policies, to improve production efficiency and the 
quality of work, and to cultivate a communist attitude toward labor. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo TsK KP Moldavii, “Kommunist Moldavii", 1981 
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REGIONAL 


GEORGIAN AGROINDUSTRIAL COMPLEX ADMINISTRATION REORGANIZED 
Tbilisi KOMUNISTI in Georgian 16 Jan 82 p 2 


[Article by Georgian CP CC Secretary Dzh. Patiashvili under rubric "Implement the 
Decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress!": "The Land Should Have One Master. A New 
Stage in the Administration of the Agroindustrial Complex"] 


[Excerpts] In general, the production associations are more advantageous than the 
agricultural administrations in that an association includes a management organ-- 

a council made up of enterprise managers--and its decisions are obligatory for the 
association's members. An association has command functions not only with regard 

to state but also kolkhoz enterprises: it sets up centralized funds to be used 

to equalize the economic situation of its enterprises and resolve the rayon's social 
problems. 


Another definite advantage of the associations is that by improving coordination 

of the enterprises’ activities they have made it unnecessary for many problems to 

be dealt with by the raykoms, which can use the time saved to handle more long- 

term and global problems. Most important, the association has taken charge of the 
land and is doing everything to enhance its productivity. But not all the enter- 
prises and organizations making up the agroindustrial complex are equally interested 
in these matters, mainly because the criteria used to evaluate their performance 

do not even mention land productivity; nor, of course, are they interested in the 
outcome of kolkhoz and sovkhoz operations. So profits are steadily rising in the 
agriculture service ministries and departments, while the profitability of the agri- 
cultural enterprises is declining year by year. 


The processing enterprises and trade organizations enjoy a definite advantage in 
relations with the kolkhozes and sovkhozes, for they dictate to the crop and live- 
stock farmers just where, when, and how much they are to bring in, and they pay 

no attention to their partners’ proposals, autocratically determining the value 

of the goods and, if it suits them, sending them back. 


These facts show that because of departmental disunity [razobshchennost' ], 

some units profit while others undeservedly lose. Proof of this is that most of 

the agriculture service enterprises and organizations are highly profitable, whereas 
more than 500 out of 1300 agricultural enterprises are operating at a low profit 

or at a loss. 
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These circumstances, the expanding scale of agricultural production, and profound 
processes of specialization and concentration have placed high on the agenda the 
need to harmonize the principles of sector and territorial administration. 


The GCP CC has quite correctly oriented itself toward perfecting the intermediate 
link of administration, because lack of coordination is most apparent in adminis- 
tration at the rayon level, where the kolkhozes, sovkhozes, and their service enter- 
prises and organizations are subordinate to different ministries and departments, 
thus hampering integrated solutions to matters of improving the development of agri- 
cultural production in the region. 


It is vitally important to substantiate the optimal pace of development of the sectors 
of the agroindustrial complex and realize it in practice, to make essential improve- 
ments in their structure and inter-sector proportions. It is essential, therefore, 

to bring it closer to agricultural production and increase its end results. 


In this regard the work that has been done in the republic was rated highly at the 
26th GCP Congress, where it was stated that life itself had demonstrated the 
correctness of the path taken by the GCP CC to perfect the organizational forms 

of agricultural administration. The Abasha Rayon experience--which in turn reflects 
practices and accomplishments of the Ukraine, Moldavia, the Baltic republics, 
Stavropol'skiy Kray, and other areas--has been successfully adopted in 14 rayons 

and will be adopted all over the republic in the llth Five-Year Plan. 


The essence of the Abasha experiment is that it has provided relatively better so- 
lutions to matters of rayon planning; the association has greatly promoted ever 
broader adoption of advanced experience and scientific-technical progress in pro- 
duction. A large role in the rayon's accomplishments has been played by certain 
elements of the administration system such as moral and especially material incentive 
for workers engaged in production, with preference given to payment in kind. 


As a result, once-backward Abasha Rayon is now on the road to prosperity. 


Certainly, much has been done. We have sufficient experience to enhance the level 
of agricultural management, planning, and administration. But in order to handle 
the big tasks assigned to agriculture we must begin a new stage on the path of per- 
fecting the administration of all sectors of the agroindustrial complex. Our times 
demand that we accomplish revolutionary changes in agriculture. 


That in fact is the purpose of the recent GCP CC and GSSR Council of Ministers decree 
“Perfecting the Administration of the Agriculture of the GSSR and the Agroindustrial 
Complex as a Whole." The document states: Eight years of experience with the rayon 
agricultural production associations attest that they are competent organs capable 

of independently handling the task of uniting the efforts of the farms and the pro- 
cessing, transport, construction, and other production and service units on the 

rayon scale to boost production output and improve the quality of agricultural goods. 
On the basis of this new system of administration, Abasha, Makharadze, and certain 
other rayon party committees and ispolkoms can confidently map out and successfully 
resolve big, long-range tasks of economic and social development both in its terri- 
torial and sector aspects. 
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At the 26th GCP Congress, CPSU CC Politburo Candidate Member and GCP CC First 
Secretary E. A. Shevardnadze stated: "The new form of agricultural administration, 
which enables us to harmonize the interests of the various sectors making up the 
agroindustrial complex, promotes the birth of new initiatives and is, I would say, 
of vital importance to all the people...." 


This strong new link in administration, formed on a cooperative basis, can motivate 
all its personnel to strive for abundant harvests and deliver impeccable goods to 
consumers. 





The decree emphasizes, however, that the advantages of this new organ of adminis- 
tration are not being properly utilized in all the rayons where agricultural produc- 
tion associations have been created. In many places where the Abasha experience's 
basic elements have been adopted the logical results have hardly been achieved at 
all; not all of the links in the association take part in the formation of the central 
funds and in supporting the administrative apparatus. The reason for this--in addi- 
tion to subjective factors and a lack of enthusiasm and exactingness on the part 

of local party and soviet officials--is that the organizational forms of the acti- 
vities of the rayon agricultural production associations and their leadership organ 
(the GSSR Agriculture Ministry) are not in harmony with each other; also the fact 

of considerable disunity in the administration of the various links of the 
agroindustrial complex on the republic level. 


In order to further perfect the administration of agricultural production on the 
rayon level, root out departmental disunity among links in the production, pro- 
curement, transport, and processing of agricultural products, material-technical 
supply, the reclamation service, construction, and other spheres of agricultural 
activity, and achieve more correlation between rayon and higher level organs of 
administration of agricultural production as well as better coordination of efforts 
in all sectors of the republic's agroindustrial complex, the GCP CC and the GSSR 
Council of Ministers have mapped out a number of measures. From now on, cost- 
accounting agricultural production associations will be created in all rayons of 
the republic, the chairmen of which will at the same time serve as first deputy 
rayon and city soviet ispolkom chairmen. 


To ensure that the forms of administration of agricultural and other agroindustrial 
links on the rayon and republic level are correlated with one another, the GSSR 
Agriculture Ministry will convert to cost accounting and operate in conditions of 

a republic agricultural association. 


For purposes of systematic and expedient development of all sectors of the agro- 
industrial complex, the Georgian Republic Interdepartmental Coordinating Council 
for Administration of the Agroindustrial Complex has been created. It is headed 
by the GSSR Council of Ministers deputy chairman in charge of agriculture. 


The council chairman has a deputy with the rank of minister. 


Thus, we have created a unified all-republic system of agroindustrial complex adminis- 
tration, the basic links of which are the rayon agricultural associations. It pro- 
vides the objective conditions for focusing the main attention on the kolkhozes 

and sovkhozes that raise the grain, vegetables, and fruit and produce the meat and 
milk. Conditions are being created to ensure that workers in all the service links 
are made answerable along with the livestock and crop farmers for plan fulfillment 
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and product quality improvement and that profits and bonuses are shared equally. 

It is necessary to create conditions to ensure that it is the kolkhoz or sovkhoz 
that decides what is to be planted and where, and when to begin a particular task. 
It is essential to enhance the initiative of these basic links and institute the 
practice of letting them do their job independently, without being dictated to “from 
above ." 





However flawless and effective the new system is, though, when all is said and done 
it's up to the people, the cadres, for as V. I. Lenin said, "Policy is implemented 

by the people." Therefore, those who are to set the mechanism of administration 

in motion and take charge of implementing the party's agricultural policy must be 
thoroughly grounded in the principles of the science and technology of production, 

in its organization and economics, and have the ability to see the long-range picture 
and work with people. 


People who have this kind of common sense, socialist resourcefulness, and practical 
intuition are those the GCP CC considers to be the creators of the successful func- 
tioning of the new system of the agroindustrial complex, the creators of a revolu- 
tionary breakthrough in agriculture. 


Great care must be taken in the search for faithful, resourceful, and competent 
cadres of that quality. That is why the GCP CC created a special commission last 
year to select, study, and nominate candidates for association chairmen. 


Working with the appropriate ministries and rayon officials, the commission recom- 
mended for nomination to association chairmanships a number of experienced, creative 
workers in the field of agriculture who have won respect in their collectives and 
manifest ideological-—political perspicacity in addition to knowledge of their job. 
They include: former Tsiteltskaro Rayispolkom Chairman and Hero of Socialist Labor 
I. Pirosmanishvili; former Akhaltsikhe Rayispolkom Chairman E. Khitarishvili; former 
GCP CC instructors T. Urushadze and Dzh. Sekhniashvili; former Tsalka Raykom Second 
Secretary U. Dzhaparidze; former Signakhi Raykom Secretary G. Somkhishvili; former 
Abasha Rayon Production Association Chairman L. Khutsishvili; and others. 


The GCP CC by no means considers such a major and daring reorganization of the repub- 
lic's agroindustrial complex a mere experiment. Quite the contrary, it expects 

this nationally important economic and political measure to yield a maximum return 
from the first day it is implemented. And the same spirit must take hold of every 
worker in the newly formed associations, the same understanding must guide the 
actions of officials in all departments and at all levels involved in this new link 
of administration--not least because the new endeavor will need every effort and 
support. This will largely determine the fate of the food program, the success 

of the central problem of the whole five-year plan. 


The republic's farm workers face difficult, ambitious tasks in the llth Five-Year 
Plan. They must increase total production output by 22 to 24 percent--almost twice 
as much as the corresponding all-uwunion indicator. The procurement of agricultural 
goods must increase at a faster pace. 


To achieve these aims we must make the land bring forth the abundance it is capable 
of. And it is all crucially up to the personnel »f the newly formed associations. 
They must create conditions that ensure success by using every incentive and eco- 
nomic lever. 
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The creation of the rayon production association entails considerable organizational 
work. It is particularly important to select local cadres who can do their proper 
job in accordance with the demands of today. Local party and soviet organs must 
undertake this task with particular care, because the quality of the specialists 
who will staff the newly formed associations at the start will crucially determine 
the effectiveness and maximum fruitfulness of their work. 


The new cadres must be thoroughly aware of the shortcomings of the previous leader- 
ship organs of the production associations in order to avoid them under the new 
conditions. And the administrations and associations have plenty of shortcomings. 

In many cases the administrative apparatus has undergone hardly any structural improve- 
ment; effective coordination of the work of the associations’ member enterprises 

and organizations has never been achieved; association councils have not taken part 

in planning; and so on. 


The reorganization, of course, by no means guarantees that everything has been 
straightened out in the matter of administration of the agroindustrial complex. 
Quite the contrary, further refinement of the forms and methods of administration 
and the creative search for new ways to transform economic activities must be con- 
stantly at the center of our attention. 
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REGIONAL 


GEORGIAN WORK WITH LETTERS DESCRIBED 
Tbilisi ZARYA VOSTOKA in Russian 14 Feb 82 p 2 


[CC CPSU Information Bulletin: "On the Basis of the Letters and Proposals of 
the Workers" ] 


[Text] A CC CPSU Information Bulletin has published material which con- 
tains a broad generalization of the experience of the party or- 
ganization of Georgia in discovering and forming public opin- 
ion, including its work with the letters and proposals of 
workers, and the use of the data which is obtained in the 
solution of vital social and economic problems. 


A check shows, it is noted in the Information Bulletin, that work with letters 
and the organization of personal receptions for citizens are at the center of 

the attention of party, government, trade union, and economic agencies. The 
state of affairs in this important sector of political organizational work is 
regularly examined at the plenums of the CC, obkoms, gorkoms, and raykoms of 

the Communist Party of Georgia and at meetings of the bureaus and secretariats 

of the party committees, and is discussed by government and trade union colle- 
gial agencies. The decisions which are adopted by them provide quite full and 
concrete definitions that take account of local conditions of the tasks and 
directions of work, and of the sequence of actions in realizing the directives of 
party congresses and of the decree of the CC CPSU "On Measures to Further Improve 
Work With Workers’ Letters and Proposals in the Light of the Decisions of the 
26th CPSU Congress." 


Strengthening and developing ties with the broad masses of workers, the CC of 
the Communist Party of Georgia has been directing the public party organiza- 
tion toward a high quality and punctual examination of every practical propo- 
sal and every complaint or request by citizens. 


The procedure by which the appeals of citizens are passed on and the system of 
performance control which exists in the republic's party, government, and trade 
union apparatus basically ensures an efficient and full resolution of the 
questions which are raised by claimants. As a result, while there has been a 
certain decrease in the number of letters which have been received by the CC of 
the Communist Party during the last three years, the number of letters which 
have been taken under control has increased by 17 percent, those reported to the 
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CC secretaries--by more than 10 percent, and those sent to the sections for 
examination--by 22.5 percent. 


There has been an appreciable improvement of the organization of personal recep- 
tions for citizens. It is necessary for us to take note of a practice which has 
become widespread of the analysis of the declarations of citizens and of their 
reception by the leaders of republic and local agencies directly in the labor 
collectives and at places of residence. The republic's leadership provides an 
example of this kind of organization of work. Thus, recently the secretaries of 
the CC of the Communist Party of Georgia have conducted citizen receptions at the 
Tbilisi "Tsentrolit™ Plant and the silicate construction materials plant, at the 
Polytechnical Institute and the Tbilisi State University, and at sovkhozes and 
kolkhozes in Akhmetskiy, Kvarel'’skiy, Gardabanskiy, and other rayons of the 
republic. 


The reception of citizens in accordance with approved schedules in production 
collectives and at places of residence has everywhere entered into the system of 
the work of leaders of all levels. 


Reports by leaders on their work with workers’ letters at meetings of collegial 
agencies have been put on a regular basis, which has made it possible to expand 
and deepen the struggle against bureaucratic manifestations and to take a 
stricter attitude toward cases of disregard for workers’ needs by responsible 
workers. 


The Information Bulletin gives a positive evaluation of the recent decisions of 
the CC CP of Georgia aimed at strengthening the struggle against bureaucratism 
and formalism in the republic's agencies of the procurator's office, internal 
affairs, justice, and in the courts. 


Last year alone 12 items connected with the results and quality of the examination 
of letters were discussed at meetings of the bureau and secretariat of the CC of 
the Communist Party of Georgia. They included cases of a soulless attitude 

toward the needs and the requirements of the workers of the Kvaisi Lead and Zinc 
Mining Administration, of the responsibility of leading workers of the 
"“Gruzsel'stroyindustriya"” Trust of the Ministry of Rural Construction Georgian SSR 
who had permitted defects and violations in the examination of the declarations 

of citizeness T. T. Skvortsova, and others. 


The Georgian party organization has built. up experience in using the proposals 
of workers and the results of an analysis of public opinion in deepening the 
democratic principles of the administration of social and economic processes. 


It has become a permanent practice for party and government agencies, when they 
prepare plenums, meetings of the party-economic aktiv, and sessions of the 
Soviets of People's Deputies, to address all communists and non-party people 
beforehand through the press with a request to express their opinions on the 
problems which are scheduled for discussion. The proposals, criticisms, and 
advice of the workers are issued in special pamphlets and are carefully analyzed 
and taken account of in the development of decisions. 
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There is occurring here an intensive growth of the ectiveness of the broad 
masses and their desire to take an active part in examining the tasks which face 
the republic. Thus, on the eve of the 26th Congress of the Communist Party of 
Georgia around 7,000 people responded to an appeal by the CC to the republic's 
population to take part in the preparations for the congress, and 10,000 letters 
were received before the plenum of the CC which discussed the tasks put before 
the republic party organization by comrade L. I. Brezhnev during the period of 
his stay in Georgia. The proposals made by the workers were carefully examined, 
and the necessary measures were adopted with regard to then. 


Before the plenum of the Tbilisi party gorkom which was devoted to the questions 
of a further improvement of work with citizens’ letters and receptions, the 
secretaries of the CC and of the party's city committee, the members of the 
gorkom, and the republic's ministers met with the collectives of more than 100 
enterprises and organizations. Many of the questions which were raised at these 
meetings were resolved immediately, while others were considered during the course 
of subsequent work. 


Constant ties between leaders and workers are also effected by means of such an 
effective form as the direct participation of the republic's leaders in the work 
of political studies and economic education schools and seminars. It is pointed 
out in the publication, in particular, that the candidate member of the Politburo 
of the CC CPSU and First Secretary of the CC of the Communist Party of Georgia 
comrade E. A. Shevardnadze regularly addresses the students of the school of the 
principles of Marxism-Leninism at the Tbilisi Electric Locomotive Plant imeni 

V. I. Lenin. Comrade P. G. Gilashvili, the Chairman of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet Georgian SSR, conducts classes at the Tbilisi "Tsentrolit"™ 
Casting Plant, and comrade Z. A. Pataridze, the Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the republic--at the Tbilisi Electric Car Repair Plant. All of 

the other members and candidate members of the bureau of the CC of the republic's 
communist party perform the same commissions. 


Regular sociological questionnaires conducted with the population have occupied 
a firm place in the system of studying the needs and views of pesple. The 
Center for the Study of Public Opinion which has been created at the CC of the 
republic's communist party performs constant and many-sided analyses of citizens’ 
declarations, and conducts questionnaires on assignment from the CC sections 
which consider and make practical use of the results of a scientific analysis. 
During the past five years, 37 public opinion studies have been conducted on a 
wide range of problems. Among them are such as the state of passenger services 
in railroad and aviation transport, the ways to improve medical assistance to 
the population, measures to intensify the struggle against harmful customs and 
traditions, an improvement of the work of the militia and other administrative 
agencies, and the reasons for the widespread nature of private property tenden- 
cies and the ways to overcome them. Decrees of the bureau of the CCs have been 
adopted on the basis of the results of many studies, and the necessary measures 
have been carried out. 
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An important place is assigned in the Information Bulletin to the work of the 
party organization with the mass information and propaganda media, and it is 
pointed out that in recent years their role has increased in illuminating and 
solving problems which are raised by the workers. More effective measures are 
taken on the critical materials of the press, and appearances in the press, and 
on television and radio by leading workers with replies to citizens’ questions 
have become regular. 


The republic's party, government, and administrative agencies base themselves on 
the effective assistance of the workers in their uncompromising struggle against 
all kinds of violations of socialist legality. On the basis of signals from 
workers a number of serious official crimes have been uncovered--bribe-taking, 
and the theft and squandering of state property. With a view toward the pro- 
posals of the public, in recent years laws have been adopted in Georgia which 
substantially increase responsibility for parasitism, thefts, speculation, and 
other violations of the norms of the socialist way of life. 


Questions of cadre policy occupy a large place in the work of the republic party 
organization on enlisting workers to participate in the administration of social 
processes. The practice has become established of a discussion at general 
meetings and production collectives of candidates for the position of team 
leader, shop chief, enterprise director, and leader of rayon, city, oblast, and 
republic economic agencies and trade organizations. A workers’ collective which 
has supported a member of its own collective for a leading rayon, city, oblast, 
or republic post does not lose its ties with its emissary, constantly takes an 
interest in how matters are going with him, and helps him. 


Basing itself on the proposals of citizens, the party organization of Georgia has 
achieved positive results in solving important problems which affect the vital 
interest of the workers. On the basis of their comments and desires, measures 
have been carried out to improve medical services for the population, the pro- 
tection of women workers, environmental protection, and so forth. In the 10th 
Five-Year Plan the republic also fulfilled its planning assignments for the 
commissioning of preschool institutions, general educational schools, hospitals, 
and residential houses. 


A consistent solution of social problems leads to a serious decrease in complaints 
from the population. For example, during the last five years workers’ letters 
addressed to the CC of the republic's communist party on housing questions and 
the problems of medical services have decreased by almost 1.5 times. 


In the concluding part of the publication it is noted that the republic party 
organization is taking measures to further improve the examination of citizens’ 
written and oral declarations, and to use them for the purpose of expanding the 
democratic principles of administration and of the successful accomplishment of 
the tasks of the economic and social development of the republic. 
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LATVIAN TRADE UNION CONGRESS HELD 
Latvian Central Committee Message 
Riga SOVETSKAYA LATVIYA in Russian 29 Jan 82 p 1 


/Message of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia to the Ilth Con- 
gress of Trade Unions of the Latvian SSR held in Riga on 28 January 1982/ 


/Text/ Dear Comrades! 


The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia heartily greets you, the 
delegates of the llth Congress of Trade Unions of the Latvian SSR and in your per- 
son all the members of trade unions and all the workers of the republic. 


The llth congress of republic trade unions is being held under conditions when all 
the Soviet people by their dedicated labor are implementing the imposing plans of 
the 26th CPSU Congress and the plans of the llth Five-Year Plan. 


The decisions of the November (1981) CPSU Central Committee Plenum and the program 
provisions set forth inthe speech at the plenum of General Secretary of the CPSU 
Central Committee Comrade L. I. Brezhnev brought about a new upsurge of creative 
activeness of the Soviet people. 


Unanimously approving of the domestic and foreign policy of the Communist Party and 
our state, the workers of Soviet Latvia in the fraternal family of Soviet peoples 
are working determinedly on the fulfillment and exceeding of the plan assignments 
and socialist obligations of the llth Five-Year Plan. 


The socialist competition under the motto "For a High Quality of Labor at Each 
Workplace" and the movement for a worthy greeting of the 60th anniversary of the 
formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics bave acquired a broad scope 
in the republic. 


The year 198l--the first year of the five-year plan--was successfully completed. 
Industrial products worth 83.4 million rubles were sold in excess of the plan. The 
proportion of products of the highest quality category, which are liable to certi- 
fication, came to nearly 44 percent. The entire increase of the production of out- 
put was obtained by means of the increase of labor productivity. 
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Overcoming the consequences of the extremely adverse weather conditions of recent 
years, the workers of the countryside successfully fulfilled the socialist obliga- 
tions m the sale to the state of grain, potatoes, vegetables and other products of 
farming. The workers of the repudlic received with deep patriotic pride the mes- 
sage of greeting of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in connection with this great labor vic- 
tory. The high opinion expressed by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev is inspiring the work- 


ers of the countryside and all the workers of the republic to new glorious accomp- 
lishments. 


The workers of transportation and communications, trade and other sectors of the 
national economy of the republic achieved definite gains. 


The material well-being of the people is steadily increasing, their spiritual de- 
mands are being met more completely. 


The achievements of Soviet Latvia in all areas of economic and cultural construc- 
tion, the communist education of the people and the increase of their material and 
cultural well-being are vivid confirmation of the correctness of the Leninist na- 
tional policy of the Communist Party, the wisdom and far-sighted activity of the 
CPSU Central Committee and its Politburo headed by the outstanding political and 
State figure of modern times, the consistent continuer of the cause of the great 
Lenin and tireless champion of peace Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. 


The Seviet trade unions are actively participating in the solution of economic, so- 
cial and cultural problems, are doing much for the development of socialist competi- 
tion, inventing and rationalization and are taking care of the protection of the 
interests of the workers. 


The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia rates highly the work of the 
republic trade unions on the development of the labor and political activeness of 
the masses, the mobilization of their efforts for the further strengthening of the 
economic and defensive might of our homeland and for the increase of the material 
and cultural standard of living of the people and on the intensification of the 
communist education of the workers. 


In solving economic and political problems the trade unions are striving to use 
even better the enormous possibilities of socialist competition and the movement 
for a communist attitude toward labor, are persistently seeking the fulfillment of 
the socialist obligations assumed by the workers and are directing the energy of 
the competitors toward the increase of the efficiency of social production and the 
improvement of work quality in all the links of the national economy. 


The trade union organs should henceforth work even more actively so that every la- 
bor collective and every worker would achieve the greatest labor productivity, 
would strictly observe production discipline and the policy of economy and from day 
to day would improve the quality of their own work and the quality of the output 
being produced. 


The trade unions must henceforth display everyday concern about the improvement of 
the equipment and production technology, the more extensive development of the 
movement of inventors and rationalizers, the improvement of the promotion of scien- 
tific and technical knowledge, the economic education and vocational training of 
the workers. 











The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia emphasizes that active par- 
ticipation in the solution of social problems is an immediate concern of trade 
union organizations. They need to intensify public monitoring of the fulfillment 
of the plans of housing, cultural and general construction, to take care of the im- 
provement of health care, public education, trade, public dining, the municipal 

and personal service of the population. 





The trade unions are obligated to display daily concern about the legal interests 
of the workers, the improvement of the organization of labor, the improvement and 
facilitation of its conditiois and the observance of labor legislation. 


Guided by the instructions of the 26th party congress, the trade union committees 
should fully utilize the extensive rights granted to them and display greater ini- 
tiative and persistence in their use. 


It is necessary to use more completely the great possibilities of the trade unions 
for the organization of the cultural and healthy recreation of the Soviet people, 
the improvement of sanatorium and health resort treatment, the development of tour- 
ism, physical culture and sports and the amateur creative work of the workers. 


The trade unions are called upon to increase the effectiveness of their work on the 
education of the workers in the spirit of communist integrity, Soviet patriotism 
and socialist internationalism, to show vividly and convincingly the advantages of 
the socialist way of life, which ensures the real freedom and all-round development 
of the individual and the equality of the people of labor. 


aa, 


All the activity of the trade unions should be organized on the basis of the fur- 
ther development of intra-union democracy, initiative and creativity, practical 
criticism and self-criticism. It is necessary to be constantly concerned about the 
improvement of the forms and methods of the activity of trade union organizations 
and to increase the responsibility of the trade union committees for the assigned 
matter. 


Tne duty of every trade union worker and activist, as V. I. Lenin taught, is to 
be in the heart of working life, to know it, to know how to win oneself infinite 
trust by the considerate meeting of the real needs of the workers. 


The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia wishes the llth congress of 
republic trade unions and its delegates great achievements in its work and expresses 
steadfast confidence that the trade unions will exert every effort for the success- 
ful accomplishment of the grand tasks advanced by the 26th CPSU Congress. 


Long live the Soviet trade unions--the loyai assistant of the Leninist party in the 
building of communism, its reliable buttress among the masses! 


Long live the Communist Party of the Soviet Union--the inspirer and organizer of 
all our triumphs! 
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Trade Union Chairman's Report 
Riga SOVETSKAYA LATVIYA in Russian 29 Jan 82 pp 2-3 


/Report on speech of A. K. Zitmanis, chairman of the Latvian SSR Council of Trade_ 
Unions, at llth Congress of Trade Unions of the Latvian SSR in Riga on 28 January/ 


/Text/ Comrade deputies! Dear guests of the congress! Allow me to express sincere 
gratitude to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia for the high 
rating of the activity of the republic trade union organizations, which was given 

in the message of greeting of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Lat- 
via to our congress, which was read by Comrade A. E. Voss. 


The march of history is rapid. Only 5 years separate us from the preceding con- 
gress of trade unions. But how the economic and defensive might of the country 

and the level of well-being and culture of the Soviet people have increased during 
this relatively short interval of time! These years were characterized by the fur- 
ther rallying of the fraternal family of the peoples of the Soviet Union around the 
Leninist party, the increase of its authority and guiding role in the life of soci- 
ety of mature socialism. The adoption of the new USSR Constitution was an outstand- 
ing event. It presented even more extensive opportunities for the development of 
socialist democracy, promoted the more complete revelation of the inexhaustible 
reserves in the activity of labor collectives and all public organizations, includ- 
ing the trade unions. 


The Soviet people worked well, in a shock-work manner. And this labor heroism and 
mass creative search were displayed most clearly during the shock labor effort, 
which was devoted to the 110th anniversary of the birth of V. I. Lenin, and in the 
scope of the socialist competition for a worthy greeting of the 26th Congress of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The goals set by the party were achieved. 
And this, as Comrade L. I. Brezhnev emphasized in his report at the 26th CPSU Con- 
gress, "...once again attests to the enormous potentials of the socialist system, 
to the dedication of the Soviet people, to the correctness of the fundamental, 
class policy of our Leninist party." 


Having summarized the past decade, the 26th CPSU Congress specified the prospects 
of the development of our society for the 1980's and the strategy of the foreign 
and domestic policy of the party and the state. 


The practical actions on the implementation of the program of the economic and so- 
cial development of the country during the llth Five-Year Plan, which was advanced 
by the 26th congress, and the specific tasks on the increase of the efficiency and 
quality of al) work are outlined in the speech of General Secretary of the CPSU 
Central Committee and Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet Comrade 
L. I. Brezhnev at the November (1981) Central Committee Plenum and in the deci- 
sions of the session of the Supreme Soviet of the country. 


For the trade unions of our country and for the trade unions of Soviet Latvia 
there is no more important a task than to be a reliable support of the party among 
the masses, to implement its imposing plans. The council of trade unions and all 
the trade union committees accomplished this task during the period under review. 
The party guidance of the trade unions was and remains the guarantee of its 
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successful accomplishment. In our daily work we did and do sense the constant 
support and attention of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia. 


During the period under review all the raykoms and gorkoms of the party and the 
primary party organizations consistently implemented party guidance of the trade 
unions and gave them constant assistance and support. 


The highest goal of social production under socialism is the most complete satis-— 
faction of the increasing material and spiritual needs of the people, the speaker 
continued. Under the direction of the party organizations the republic trade 
unions during the past period strove to make a specific and appreciable contribu- 
tion to the achievement of these goals, using the rich arsenal of means, forms 
and methods of mass productive, economic work. 


Socialist competition was and remains its leading direction. 


Competition became the motive force which enabled the workers of industry to suc- 
cessfully fulfill the plans of the 10th Five-Year Plan and the assignments of the 
first year of the current, llth Five-Year Plan according to the majority of the 
most important indicators. Precisely competition helped the workers of agriculture 
last year to fulfill ahead of time the assignments of the homeland on the sale of 
grain, vegetables and other production of farming. This contribution of our farm- 
ers received a high rating in the messaye of greeting of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. 
Competition brought many gains to the workers of transportation, communications, 
trade and public dining and the service sphere. The achievements in the competi- 
tion of many labor collectives of the republic were repeatedly commended by Chal- 
lenge Red Banners of the CPSU Central Committee, the USSR Council of Ministers, 
the AUCCTU and the Komsomol Central Committee, nearly 10,000 pacemakers of labor 
were presented with high government awards. 


The names of the delegates of our congress--Heroes of Socialist Labor G. M. Grineva, 

an adjuster of the VEF Production Association imeni V. I. Lenin, A. K. Karklin', 

a lathe operator of the Avtoelektropribor Plant, I. K. Tsinis, an excavator driver 
of the Yelgava Mobile Mechanized Combine No 13, Ya. K. Latonas, a tractor driver of 
the Sovkhoz imeni 50-letiya SSSR, and many other leading workers, who are represent- 
ing here all the sectors of the national economy of the republic--are famous in the 
republic for dedicated labor. 


Competition is an inexhaustible source of initiative. Moreover, of perintedly topi- 
cal initiative, which is aimed at the solution of specific production and economic 
problems. The initiatives of the Muscovites "For the Five-Year Plan of Quality a 
Worker's Guarantee!", of the Rostovites "Not One Laggard Alongside!" and many 
others, which have become widespread in the republic, were and remain such. The 
initiative of the workers of the VEF Production Association and of a number of 
other leading collectives of Riga, which was the basis for the socialist competi- 
tion la. * sed during the llth Five-Year Plan under the motto "For a High Quality 

of Labor a. Zach Workplace," was also such. 


The council and the republic committees of the trade unions have exerted great ef- 
forts for the elaboration of statutes on competition, the determination of the opti- 
mum criteria of the evaluation of the results and the coordination of all the work. 
The republic committees of the trade unions of the workers of the textile and light 
industry, the electronics industry, the chemical and petrochemical industry and of 
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the workers of agriculture have put much labor into the improvement of the organ- 
ization of socialist competition. Their experience and the experience of the best 
collectives and individual pacemakers of labor were constantly in the purview of 
the republic council of trade unions. 


However, we understand well that the decisions of the 26th congress and the Novem- 
ber (1981) CPSU Central Committee Plenum advance more complicated and responsible 
tasks. Their accomplishment requires the daily attention of all the committees of 
the trade unions to the questions of the efficiency and quality of work. Not all 
collectives for the present are coping with the set assignments and the socialist 
obligations. A number of republic enterprises last year did not cope with the as- 
signments on the sale of products, some were not able to achieve the planned in- 
crease of labor productivity. Along with the existence of objective difficulties 
in this cases substantial shortcomings, as a rule, also occurred in the organiza- 
tion of production and labor. 


The council and the republic committees of the trade unions jointly with economic 
organs need to take steps to step up the work of the staffs for the direction of 
the competition "For a High Quality of Labor at Each Workplace" and to engage more 
energetically in the introduction of advanced know-how. More attention should be 
devoted to the increase of the soundness of the obligations and personal plans be- 
ing adopted on the basis of strict engineering calculations and the coordination 
of individual and collective obligations, computer equipment should be used more 
extensively. 


Among the leading directions of the work of the trade union organizations is par- 
ticipation in the increase of production efficiency and the growth of labor produc- 
tivity on the basis of the acceleration of scientific and technical progress. 


The trade unions took a direct part in the implementation of the comprehensive goal 
program of the elimination of manual labor, which united the efforts of more than 
400 enterprises and organizations, the speaker said further. As a result, during 
the years of the 10th Five-Year Plan labor was mechanized at 17,000 workplaces, 
more than 18,000 people, including nearly 8,000 women, were released from difficult 
labor, production conditions were improved for 110,000 people. The experience of 
the participation of the republic trade unions in the mechanization and automation 
of manual labor received a favorable rating of the AUCCTU. 


The consistently implemented modernization of production and the introduction of 
new equipment and technology were also conducive to the increase of labor produc- 
tivity. The organizations of the All-Union Society of Inventors and Rationalizers, 
which are managed by the trade unions, and the republic scientific and technical 
societies made a significant contribution to this work. 


At the same time in conformity with the instructions of the party the trade union 
committees should step up the participation even more in the implementation of the 
comprehensive program of the elimination of manual labor during the llth Five-Year 
Plan and in the fulfillment of the plans of the introduction of the achievements of 
scientific and technical progress and should concentrate the efforts in this direc- 
tion of the organizations of the All-Union Society of Inventors and Rationalizers 
and the scientific and technical societies. 
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The questions of the enlistment of trade union organizations in the drive for a 
high quality of the output being produced and a high quality of labor occupied no 
less important a place in the work of the council of trade unions during the period 
under review. Under the direction of party organizations the workers of the repub- 
lic achieved quite good results in this direction. The collectives of the VEF Pro- 
duction Association, the Avrora and 17 iyulya factories, the Liyepaya Sarkanays meta- 
lurgs Plant and many other enterprises and organizations are in the forefront of the 
competition for the title of enterprise of high quality output, which was organized 
by the council of trade unions jointly with the Latvian Administration of the USSR 
State Committee for Standards. Owing to the stage-by-stage introduction of the re- 
public quality control system the output of products of the highest category reached 
19 percent of the total volume. The achievements of the republic in this area re- 
ceived a high rating at the 26th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union. 


But, in order to maintain the achieved gains and to make new achievements in the 
drive for quality, it is necessary to work even better, more efficiently and more 
creatively. 


The trade union committees should devote particular attention to the adoption of the 
system of zero-defect labor. The coverage of workers by this system at the RAF 
Plant and the Daugavpils Chemical Fiber Plant is obviously inadequate. The trade 
union committees jointly with economic organs are obliged to step up the struggle 
against defective output and careless workers, to effectively develop individual 
forms of competition and the stimulation of a high quality of labor, to cultivate 

in each worker a sense of responsibility for the results of his work and for the 
honor of the entire collective. 


Further A. K. Zitmanis characterized the activity of the council of trade unions and 
the trade union organizations in the adoption everywhere of the policy of strictest 
economy and thrift. Having noted that more than 600,000 suggestions of the partici- 
pants in the public review of efficiency and quality, which provided the national 
economy with an economic impact in an amount exceeding 500 million rubles, had been 
adopted during the years of the 10th Five-Year Plan, he emphasized that during the 
present five-year plan the All-Union Public Review of the Efficiency of the Use of 
Raw Materials, Materials, Fuel and Energy Resources is being continued. 


The 26th party congress advanced the slogan: “The economy should be economical!" 
And the trade union committees should do and will do everything necessary for the 
successful implementation of this slogan in life, in the practice of our daily 
work, in the consciousness of every worker. 


Speaking at the 16th Congress of Trade Unions of the USSR, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 
emphasized that "the Soviet trade unions were and remain a school of management. 
Moreover--and this is fundamentally important--a mass school, a school in which 
tens of millions of people are grasping the science of the management of produc- 
tion, the state, society." 


In its practical work the council of trade unions was unswervingly guided by this 
thesis, directing accordingly the activity of the trade union organizations. Par- 
ticular attention during the period under review was devoted to the improvement of 
the practice of conducting workers’ meetings and to the enhancement of the role of 
permanent production conferences. A special plenum of the council of trade unions 
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was devoted to these questions. Definite work was carried out on the enlistment of 
trade union organizations in the accomplishment of the tasks advanced by the decree 
of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers on the further im- 
provement of the economic mechanism. Much has been done for the development of the 


forms of public trade union control, which is an integral component of the process 
of management. 


However, infinitely more has to be dome. The rights of labor collectives and trade 
union organizations have been extended appreciably in all areas. And the main 
thing that is necessary is to strive for the enterprising, daily use of the granted 
rights and opportunities. 


Here there are many quite specific points for the application of forces. Let us 
take, for example, the participation of the trade unions in the dissemination of 
the brigade forms of the organization and stimulation of labor. Definite gains 
have unquestionably been made in this work: the number of brigades has increased, 
in all sectors many measures have been implemented for the improvement of their 
activity, the training of brigade leaders and the aktiv of the brigades has been 
set up. However, as was said about this at the republic conference of brigade 
leaders, the quantitative increase of brigades is being accompanied in far from all 
cases by the qualitative improvement of all the indicators of economic activity. 
Not all economic and trade union executives have completely understood that the 
adoption of the brigade form presumes the reorganization of management, planning, 
material and technical supply, rate setting and wages. This is especially notice- 
able in construction and the machine building sectors. 


Without replacing economic organs, the trade union organizations should take speci- 
fic steps for the improvement of this work and the creation for collectives, which 
have been changed over to the new forms of organization and stimulation, of the opti- 
mum conditions of work, daily life and relaxation and should carry out the explana- 
tory work more actively. 


It is no less important to increase the influence of the committees of the trade 
unions on the drawing up and fulfillment of collective contracts. In spite of a 
definite improvement, still 3-4 percent of the assumed obligations are not fulfilled 
annually. There are also shortcomings in the rate setting of labor. Effective 
steps should also be taken for the further development of such an important form of 
the involvement of workers in the management of all production and public affairs 

as the movement for a communist attitude toward labor. 


The movement "60 Shock Labor Weeks for the 60th Anniversary of the USSR!" is picking 
up speed. The political and labor activeness of the masses is increasing with every 
day. And the most important task of the council and all the committees of the trade 
unions is to direct this activeness toward the unconditional fulfillment of the 
plans of the llth Five-Year Plan. 


The success of our efforts on the development of the economy and the accomplishment 
of the social programs is ensured by an active position in life and the thorough 
ideological conviction of every participant in social production, of every Soviet 
individual, the speaker said further. Under the conditions of mature socialism 
this demand is acquiring particular importance. Precisely for this reason the 
council of trade unions regarded and regards the communist education of the workers 
as one of the most important areas of its activitv. The decisions of the 25th and 
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26th party congresses and the decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On the Further 
Improvement of Ideological and Political Educational Work" have become the program 
of the improvement of this work for all the trade union organizations of the repub- 
lic. 


Daily attention was devoted to the organization of the extensive promotion and study 
of the materials cf the party congresses and the works of the classics of Marxism- 
Leninism. The works of General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and Chair- 
man of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet Comrade L. I. Brezhnev have become 
handbooks for every trade union worker and activist. 


During the period under review the political educational work, which was conducted 
by the trade union committees, became more specific and is being linked more close- 
ly with the socioeconomic problems which are being solved directly in the labor col- 
lectives. Sociopolitical lectures were held and lecture work was conducted in this 
key. The work of the schools of communist labor and economic knowledge and the 
people's universities became more effective. The republic committees of the trade 
unions of workers of the food, textile and light industries and workers of culture 
are purposefully carrying out the direction of this work. The network of schools 
of communist labor and people's universities has grown at kolkhozes and sovkhozes 
and at enterprises of agriculture of the republic. The republic applied science 
conference, which was held in 1980, and the recommendations drawn up by it played 

a conspicuous role in the improvement of the organization of training. 


At the same time we understand well that the main emphasis should be placed on the 
increase of the quality of all our ideological work. The trade union committees 
should strive more actively for educational work to be more closely connected with 
the solution of specific production and economic problems. Here for the present 
much formalism is still permitted, often individual educational work is replaced by 
high-handed measures. 


Further the questions of moral education, the cultivation of a conscious attitude 
toward labor, the rallying and stabilization of labor collectives, the struggle 
against antisocial manifestations were examined in the report. It was noted, in 
particular, that as a result of the work done by the trade union organizations 

for the republic as a whole the turnover of personnel decreased, the number of 
violations of labor discipline were reduced at enterprises and organizations of the 
meat, dairy, peat and a number of other sectors of industry. 


The system of moral interrelations in the collective and its ability to actively 
influence the formation of the moral qualities of a person depend directly on the 
organization of labor and on the correctness of its evaluation. The experience of 
the collective of the Daugavpils Locomotive Repair Plant imeni Yan Ruszutak once 
again convinces us of this. Here by means of the skillful organization of produc- 
tion and labor and painstaking, daily educational work the losses of working time 
were reduced by one-fourth and the full-day downtimes were completely eliminated. 

A set of measures of the social plan were implemented during the years of the five- 
year plan. Everything taken together made it possible to sharply decrease the turn- 
over of personnel at the enterprise and for a number of shops in general to reduce 
it to a minimum. It would be advisable for all our economic managers and all the 
trade union organizations to approach just as comprehensively the soiution of the 
problem of the stabilization of their collectives. 
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It is necessary to speak about this today because in our republic the number of un- 
authorized absences from work and full-day and intrashift downtimes is still large, 
there are also many unaccounted for losses of working time. Rarely at present do 
the trade union committees and economic managers think about where and for what 
reasons it is being lost, in what the reserves of its economy lie, as, for example, 
at the Kayya Canning and Culinary Plant, where when taking a job every worker wasted 
on going through medical examinations and instruction in labor safety techniques 

on the average 8 working days each. Such examples, unfortunately, are not isolated. 


The council of trade unions displayed particular attention to questions of the edu- 
cation of young people in the spirit of the glorious revolutionary, fighting and 
labor traditions of the Soviet people, the speaker said further. 


The patriotic movement of tutorship underwent further development in the republic. 
In the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia a republic council of 
tutors was established, their training was organized, sectorial and republic rallies 
and conferences were regularly held. The honorary title “Honored Tutor of Working 
Young People of the Latvian SSR" was introduced. Among those who were the first to 
be awarded this high title are Feroes of Socialist Labor A. E. Ikauniyek, a milling 
machine operator of the railcar building plant, M. N. Kapusta, an instructor of on- 
the-job training of the Rigas manufaktura Association, M. A. Rivare, a brigade lead- 
er of the Aglona Sovkhoz, P. V. Sokolov, a brigade leader of the Al'fa Production 
Association, and a number of other comrades. 


In past years with the direct participation of trade union organizations much was 
done for the improvement of the working conditions of young people and adolescents, 
the organization of meaningful recreation and the increase of the level of voca- 
tional and general educational knowledge. 


However, many problems and unsolved questions still remain in this matter. 


The trade union committees should approach very attentively the examination of the 
suggestions of the Komsomol committees on the improvement of the conditions of the 
work, daily life, recreation and training of young production workers, should strive 
for the inclusion of the appropriate paragraphs in collective contracts and the 
plans of economic and social development and should strictly monitor their fulfill- 
ment. More attention should also be devoted to the further improvement of the ac- 
tivity of Komsomol-youth sections, links and brigades and to the organization among 
them of effective socialist competition. 


The next section of the report was devoted to the detailed analysis of the work of 
the republic trade union organizations on the implementation of the program of so- 
cial development and the increase of the well-being of the people. 


One of the most important social measures of the past decade--the increase of the 
wage for the workers of the production and nonproduction sphere, which covered 
practically all the workers in our republic--was implemented with the active par- 
ticipation of the trade unions. A number of measures on the improvement of the 
management of state social insurance, the efficient use of the assets of its budg- 
et and the improvement of the organization of checking and auditing work were im- 
plemented by the council and the republic committees of the trade unions. Suffice 
it to say that during the 10th Five-Year Plan the expenditures of the budget of 
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social insurance in the republic increased as compared with the Ninth Five-Year 
Plan by nearly 1.5-fold and came to almost 1 billion rubles. 


During the period under review a set of measures was implemented on the elimination 
of harmful production factors and on the stepping up of the monitoring of the ob- 
servance of the rules and norms of labor safety techniques and production sanita- 
tion. It is important to note that the approach to the solution of these questions 
also changed. The main emphasis in the activity of economic and trade union organs 
in this direction was placed on the assurance of the retooling of production in 
strict conformity with the requirements of the state standards of labor safety, 
which are now being introduced everywhere, and on the basis of the long-range com- 
prehensive plans. 


The trade union committees need to engage even more energetically and persistently 
in the planning and performance of the work on the improvement of working condi- 
tions and the increase of the level of its safety, to use more completely the rights 
granted by law and to increase the demandingness on economic and trade union execu- 
tives for the state of affairs in this area. 


Specific measures aimed at the improvement of working conditions and the bettering 
of the living conditions, relaxation and treatment of workers were implemented in 
all sectors and at the majority of enterprises. The indicator of the level of the 
rate of illness began to be taken into account when tallying the results of the so- 
cialist competition of collectives. All this along with the further improvement 
and development of medical service made it possible last year to decrease the level 
of the rate of illness in the republic by 10 percent. 


However, the absolute figures characterizing the rate of illness and the losses of 
working time for this reason are still great. The level of the rate of illness at 
the enterprises of light industry and machine building is declining slowly. It is 
necessary for the council of trade unions not to relax its attention to these ex- 
ceptionally important questions. 


The period under review is characterized by a noticeable increase of the influence 
of trade union organs on the assurance of the strict observance of the Labor Code, 
the speaker says further. The legal inspectorate of labor of the council of trade 
unions and the nonstaff inspectorates, which have been set up in all the republic 

committees without exception, played an important role in this. 


Systematic supervision locally, daily explanatory work, close contacts with the 
soviets of people's deputies and the organs of the prosecutor's office and the 

People’s Control--all this is making it possible to successfully eliminate the 

causes giving rise to violations of labor legislation. 


But it is necessary to speak of this today. Citing specific examples of serious 
violations, which were examined at the meetings of the presidium of the council and 
the republic trade union committees, particularly with respect to the Kekavskiy 
Mobile Mechanized Column of the Riga General Construction Trust and to the Metal- 
list Plant, the speaker noted that the departmental monitoring of the observance of 
the Labor Code on the part of ministries and departments should be stepped up. 


As Comrade L. I. Brezhnev emphasized in his speech at the 16th Congress of Trade 
Unions of the USSR, an enormous area of our social policy is connected with the 
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improvement of the daily life of the Soviet people, concern about their health and 
relaxation, that the workers and their families could manage their free time wise- 
ly, with benefit for themselves and society. During the past period much was done 
in this area in our republic. The scale of housing construction in the republic is 
great, much has been and is being done for the improvement of the trade and personal 
service of the population and the organization of public dining. The recreation in- 
dustry is developing and growing stronger. And no matter what area of activity in 
this direction we examine, an appreciable stepping up of the activity of trade union 
organizations and the increase of their role in the accomplishment of the tasks 
which are stipulated by the plans of social development are sensed everywhere. 
However, today it would be more correct, as the party teaches us, to concentrate at- 
tention on the unsolved problems and on the elimination of the shortcomings in our 
work. 


The situation with the construction of housing and children's preschools institu- 
tions remains complicated, the assignments on the razing of barracks and resettle- 
ment from basements have not been compl] tely fulfilled. The construction workers 
of the republic, unfortunately, were not able to fulfill their obligations on the 
placement of apartment houses, kindergartens and nurseries into operation. In 
spite of the changeover to the new system of planning, as in the past the smoothness 
of construction is low, and due to this the quality of construction is also suffer- 
ing. It must frankly be admitted that the council of trade unions was not able to 
react properly to the criticism on this question, which was expressed at the 10th 
congress of trade unions of the republic. Many complaints are being received about 
shortcomings in the operation of buildings, structures, underground mains and roads. 


In the matter of eliminating these omissions a broad field of activity is being 
opened for all trade union organizations, and first of all those of construction 
workers and the workers of municipal services. The council and the republic com- 
mittees of the trade unions should also study these questions more purposefully and 
persistently. And first of all they should increase the effectiveness of the public 
monitoring of the quality of construction and improve accounting and the distribu- 
tion of housing. Now, as you known, the Fundamentals of Housing Legislation of the 
country have beer adopted. The drawing up of the draft of the housing code of our 
republic, which is being carried out with the direct participation of the trade 
unions, is approaching completion. And the introduction of this new legislation 
will require the further increase of the responsibility of every trade union organ, 
every worker and activist for its unconditional observance and the guarantee of the 
legal interests of the workers. 


Much has to be done by the trade union organizations for the further improvement of 
trade and personal service and public dining, especially directly under production 
conditions. One of the key questions here is the increase of the quality of all 
the work of this sphere and the elimination of the still existing violations and 
abuses. All our trade union committees, in conformity with the latest decrees of 
the party and the government, should work on this problem along with the trade 
union committees of the enterprises of trade and consumer cooperatives and of per- 
sonal service. 


The council of trade unions, in implementing the decisions of the 16th congress of 
trade unions of the country and our preceding congress, performed some work on the 
development of amateur popular creative work, the organization of the leisure time 
of people, the assurance of the increase of their cultural level and the increase 
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of the efficiency of the work in this direction of trade union organizations, cul- 
tural and educational, sanatorium and health resort and tourist institutions and 
sports societies. In the area of the organization of leisure time we have a signifi- 
cant material base and a large army of skilled workers. A significant portion of 
the assets of the trade union budget is spent for these purposes. Much was done 
during the past period. New clubs and houses of culture were put into operation, 
the centralization of the trade union libraries was completed. The trade union 
movie theater network is operating stably. The first section of the Latviya Sana- 
torium, the largest in the republic, with room for 1,200 has been put into opera- 
tion, new buildings of the Baldone Sanatorium and the Liyelupe Holiday Hotel have 
been built. All this made it possible to increase by nearly 2,000 the number of 
beds at the institutions of the council for the management of the health resorts of 
the trade unions. The number of residents of the republic, who used the services 
of the organizations of our council for tourism and excursions, increased appreci- 
ably. The network of recreation centers and sports facilities is being developed, 
steps have been taken for the further development of collective horticulture and 
gardening. 


But today I would like to place greater emphasis on what is necessary for the suc- 
cessful accomplishment of the tasks which have been set in this area for us by the 
26th party congress and a number of recently adopted decrees of the CPSU Central 
Committee. 


Let us take, for example, the work of our cultural and educational institutions. 

Not all of them have yet been able to reorganize it in the spirit of present re- 

quirements, to form their aktiv and to solve completely the questions of cultural 
service with allowance made for the interests of various categories of people. 


The council, the republic committees and club institutions must introduce more 
persistently the experience of the best ones, must be concerned about the further 
increase of the mass character of our club audience, must involve more and more 
people in the pursuit of the most diverse forms of amateur creative work and must 
take more completely into account the increased general educational and cultural 
level of the population. The trade union committees jointly with economic organs 
should work more persistently on the problems of the renovation and repair of club 
institutions and the improvement of their technical equipment. 


Responsible tasks have been advanced for the sanatorium and health resort system, 
the tourist organizations of the republic and all trade union organs in the decrees 
of the CPSU Central Committee, the USSR Council of Ministers and the AUCCTU "On 
Measures on the Further Improvement of the Sanatorium and Health Resort Treatment 
and Relaxation of Workers and the Development of the Network of Resorts of the 
Trade Unions" and "On the Further Development and Improvement of the Tourist and 
Excursion Business in the Country.” Our immediate duty is to do everything in 
order to achieve the implementation of the measures outlined in these documents. 

In light of the decree of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Minis- 
ters "On the Further Development of the Mass Character of Physical Culture and 
Sports" the voluntary sports societies jointly with the trade union organizations 
have to engage in earnest in the introduction of physical culture everywhere, to 
acquaint the broad masses of people with regular work in physical culture and pro- 
duction gymnastics and to improve the use of sports facilities. 














Having noted further that during the period under review the council and the repub- 
lic committees of the trade unions, first of all the republic committees of the 
trade unions of workers of education, the higher school and scientific institutions, 
the workers of the textile and light industry, local industry and municipal and 
personal service enterprises, had done much for the improvement of the organization 
of the recreation of retirees and school children and the development of the net- 
work of camps of labor and recreation and that according to the results of 1980 
the republic was awarded the Challenge Red Banner of the AUCCTU and the Komsomol 
Central Committee for the good organization of the recreation and improvement of 
the health of children, the speaker at the same time touched upon the problem of the 
construction of a complex of Pioneer camps in Kestertsiyems. It must be admitted 
that a difficult situation has arisen here. But the first section of the complex 
should be put into operation next year. I would like the republic Ministry of Con- 
structure and Minister Comrade N. I. Kaftaylov personally to regard the Pioneer 
construction project as one of the most important social projects of the lith Five- 
Year Plan. 


The past years have been marked by the further increase of the role of the trade 
unions in the development of our democracy and in all the affairs of the society of 
mature socialism. This also fully pertains to the trade unions of Soviet Latvia, 
it was further stated in the report. Having accepted kolkhoz farmers in their 
ranks, the republic trade unions have grown to nearly 1.5 million people and now 
encompass practically all the workers. During the period under review new unions 
were established and their executive organs were formed. Much work was done on the 
streamlining of the entire trade union structure and on its approximation of the 
structure of the management of the economy. 


The center of gravity of trade union work, unquestionably, is in the trade union 
group. Much has been done by the council of trade unions and the republic commit- 
tees for the generalization andi dissemination of the best work experience of the 
trade union groups. The holding of republic and sectorial rallies and conferences 
of trade union group organizers has become a part of the system. 


The council of trade unions strove to increase the level of the work of the primary 
trade union organizations and their influence on the affairs of labor collectives. 


At the same time it should be emphasized that the tasks facing the trade union com- 
mittees are also exceptionally responsible. The council and the republic commit- 
tees of the trade unions must take the necessary steps so that every trade union 
group, shop and primary o«ganization would work with the maximum output. The trade 
union committees in rural rayons, taking into account the creation of agro- 
industrial associations, need much assistance of the trade union organs. 


The council of trade unions during the period under review regularly reviewed the 
practice, style and methods of work of the republic, city and rayon committees, 
heard their reports on the implementation of the decisions of the party congresses 
and the congresses of the trade unions and devoted constant attention to the im- 
provement of their activity. 


During the period under review 14 plena of the republic council of trade unions 
were held, meetings of its presidium were conducted regularly. The role of the 
secretariat in the organization of the monitoring of the implementation of the 











adopted decisions increased. The presidium of the council devoted constant atten- 
tion to the improvement of the work of the departments and standing commissions of 
the council of trade unions. 


The contacts of the council of trade unions with the soviets of people's deputies, 
ministries and departments, the People's Control Committee, the republic Komsomol 
Central Committee and creative unions were strengthened appreciably. 





The key question of management is personnel. In working on it, the council of 

trade unions engaged daily and regularly in the improvement of the selection, 
placement and education of personnel and the aktiv and strove for the observance of 
the principles of the collectivity of management, the norms of trade union cemocracy 
and the requirements of the By-Laws of USSR Trade Unions. As a result, from year 

to year the qualitative composition of the trade union aktiv at all levels has been 
getting better, their practical qualities and the critical and self-critical ap- 
proach to their work have been improving. The last reporting and election campaign 
in the republic trade unions confirmed this especially clearly. 


The guarantee of the successful activity of trade unions, as Vladimir [l'ich Lenin 
taught, is the closest contact with the working masses. 


The in-depth study of the state of affairs locally, which preceded the examination 
of any question in the council of trade unions, prompt reaction to the oral and 
written appeals of the workers and the enlistment of the broad masses of the trade 
union aktiv--all this has become the norm of activity. In light of the decisions 
of the CPSU Central Committee special attention was devoted to the further improve- 
ment of the work with the letters and statements of the workers. 


However, much still has to be dome. The quality of the training of the trade union 
aktiv cannot satisfy us. Much has to be done for the increase of the efficiency 
and quality of all our work. 


The trade union organs should devote more attention to the improvement of informa- 
tional work and the introduction of the techniques and methods of the scientific 
organization of administrative work. Public opinion should be studied moie in- 
tensively. 


In conclusirxn the speaker said: 


As you know, stepped-up obligations of the workers of the Latvian SSR for 1982 and 
the llth Five-Year Plan as a whole were assumed at the meeting of the party and 
economic aktiv of the republic, which was held a few days ago. 


The duty of the trade union organizations is to do everything necessary for the 
successful fulfillment of the assumed socialist obligations! 


The 17th Congress of Trade Unions of the USSR will begin its work in March. Many 
labor collectives of the republic are preparing to greet the congress with labor 
gifts and a new scope of the competiti for a high quality of labor at every work- 
place. On the eve of the congress I Mant to note the great amount of consistent 
work of the main headquarters of the frade union movement of the country--the 
AUCCTU--on the direction of the trady® unions and the increase of their role in 
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economic and cultural construction. We are sincerely grateful to the AUCCTU for 


daily attention to the trade union organizations of the republic and for great as- 
sistance in practical work. 


In 1982 we will festively celebrate the 60th anniversary for the formation of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. This event is giving a new mighty stimulus to 
the increase of the political and creative activeness of the masses and the further 
strengthening of the unity of the party and the people. 


Permit me to assure that Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia and the 
All-Union Central Councii of Trade Unions that the trade union organizations of the 


republic will make a worthy contribution to the implementation of the historic de- 
cisions of the 26th CPSU Congress. 
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REGIONAL 


AZERBAIJAN CENTRAL COMMITTEE DISCUSSES IRREGULARITIES IN DOMESTIC TRADE 
Baku BAKINSKIY RABOCHIY in Russian 4% Feb 82 p 2 
[Article: “At the Central Commi*tee of the Azerbaijan CP] 


[Text] The adopted resolution noted that in October 1981, militia organs 

in Belokanskiy Rayon prevented trucks from carrying a shipment of sugar 

out of the republic. There have been similar instances in Bardinskiy, 
Fizulinskiy, Vartashenskiy and Zhdanovskiy rayons. Over 100 tons of sugar 

were seized. Investigation revealed that this type of operation had been 

carried out previously by Dzhebrail'skiy, Yevlakhskiy and Zakatal'skiy 
raykoopittifaki [rayon cooperative association]. The leadership of the cooperative 
organizations explained that the sugar was to be exchangea for other 

commodities: vodka, cigarettes ard tea. 


These irregular barter operations were carried out at a time when sugar 
reserves for the population were below the norm and when the leadership of 
Azerittifak [Azerbaijan cooperative association] requested additional sugar 
from the consumer cooperative. 


Investigation also showed that many other popular food items and manufactured 
goods--cheese, fruits, vegetables, canned goods, confectionary goods, color 
television sets, spare auto parts, motorcycles, etc.--were shipped outside 
the republic under this barter arrangement. They were usually exchanged for 
vodka and cigarettes for which there was no need whatsoever. Proof of this 
point is offered by the fact that there were seven million rubles' worth of 
above-norm vodka in stores and warehouses. 


The Azerbaijan CP Central Committee noted that gross irregularities in trade 
operations in the Azerittifak system had been highly detrimental to the supply 
of consumer goods to the population and that trade workers had engaged in all 
manner of black market activity for personal gain. 


The leadership of Azerittifak (comrades Gasanov and Guseynov) took a 

totally incorrect stand on this question. They sanctioned the rayon consumer 
cooperatives’ barter operations, allowed matters to take their own course, 
failed to ascertain the types of goods that were being exchanged, and did not 
on a single occasion detect and halt illegal sales of popular, strictly 
allocated foodstuffs and manufactured goods outside the republic. 
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The Control and Auditing Administration of Azerittifak (chief: Comrade G. 
Gasanov) is not doing its job properly. It fails to detect many gross 
irregularities in trade operations, malfeasance by officials and other 
negative phenomena. 


The Auditing Commission of Azerittifak (chairman: Comrade Rustamov) is not 
sufficiently active in combating irregularities. This is in particular 
evidenced by the fact that the sugar deal that was unearthed by an audit 
conducted at the Goradizskaya Interrayon Depot was not reflected either in 
an auditing act or ruling. 


The Azerbaijan CP Central Committee deemed it particularly necessary to take 
note of the lack of discipline shown by Comrade Gasanov, chairman of the 
board of Azerittif, in carrying out the orders of the Azerbaijan CP Central 
Committee on the investigation of illegal transactions involving sugar and 
other goods and in taking appropriate action toward the gvilty. 


On 2 December 1981, a plenum of the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee leveled 

scathing criticism at illegal trade operations and the unprincipled behavior 
of the leadership of Azerittifak in this regard. However it not only failed 
to take action to punish the guilty but even tried to justify their actions. 


And only after the Bureau of the Central Committee at the end of December 1981 
sternly reprimanded Comrade Gasanov for his behavior, for failure to observe 
party discipline did the board of Azerittifak discuss this question and 

take appropriate action toward the heads of rayon cocperative organizations 
who were guilty of illegal transactions involving sugar. 


The Azerbaijan CP Central Committee noted that the Fizulinskiy, Bardinskiy, 
Vartashenskiy, and Zhdanovskiy raykoms did not properly supervise the work of 
trade organizations and that as a result the illegal shipment of sugar and 
other strictly allocated commodities escaped their notice and, what is 
particularly intolerable, failed to act responsibly in carrying out the orders 
issued on this question at a plenum of the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee. 


The Azerbaijan CP Central Committee severely condemne! the vicious and 
widespread practice of consumer cooperatives to ship popular consumer goods 
out of the republic in exchange for items that were not needed--a practice 
that was injurious to the population's interests. 


The board of Azerittifak was instructed to keep a closer check on subordinate 
trade organizations, to increase the responsibility of officials and workers 
in the entire system for the proper use of commodity resources, to put a 
prompt end to all illegal activities that are detrimental to the interests of 
the state and the consumer; to secure significant improvement in the activity 
of the commercial and control and auditing apparatus; to bring order to the 
structure and location of commodity resources among subordinate organizations; 
and to examine the question of the responsibility of the board of 

Azerittifak for inappropriate trade operations. 
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Comrade Gasanov,Cchairman of the board of Azerittifak, was reprimanded for 

his failure to exercise proper control over the trade operations of subord- 
inate cooperative organizations, for unprincipled conduct in evaluating the 
illegal acts of their leaders, ard for his lack of discipline in carrying out 
the orders of the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee. 


Comrade R. G. Guseynov, deputy chairman of the board of Azerittifak, received 
a reprimand for his unsatisfactory management of his work sector and for the 
failure to halt gross violations committed in the process of trade operations. 


Comrade N. I. Rustamov, chairman of the auditing commission of Azerittifak, 
was reprimanded for the failure to take appropriate action regarding the 
illegal shipment of sugar from the Goradizskaia Interrayon Depot and for 
concealing this fact in an audit. 


Comrade G. A. Gasanov, chief of the Control and Auditing Administration of 
Azerittifak, was reprimanded for failure to exercise proper control of the 
financial and economic activity of trade organizations subordinate to 
Azerittifak and for the low quality of audits performed. 


Comrade G. V. Aliyev, director of the Azerbaijan Affiliate of the Scientific 
Research Institute of Economics of Cooperative Trade of Tsentrosoyuz, was 
reprimanded for the low level of work to organize the study of consumer demand. 


The attention of Comrade A. D. Akhmed-zade, first secretary of the Fizulinskiy 
Raykom; Comrade R. K. Safaraliyev, first secretary of the’ Bardinskiy Raykom; 
B. D. Ismailov, first secretary of the Vartashenskiy Raykom; and V. A. 
Ismailov, first secretary of the Zhdanovskiy Raykom, was called to their 
insufficient attention to the work of trade organizations and to their 
unprincipled behavior in examining illegal transactions involving sugar and 
other products and in taking appropriate action. They were instructed to 
exercise tighter control over the activity of trade organizations and to 

focus special attention on the proper use of commodity resources received ‘ 
and on their full utilization for their intended purpose: the supplying of 
the population. 


The attention of Comrade G. M. Mamedov, head of the Azerbaijan office of 
USSR Gosbank, was called to the lack of proper control over rayon divisions’ 
handling of bills regarding decentralized operations of rayon consumer 
societies. 


The AzSSR Ministry of Finance and the board of the Azerbaijan office of 
Gosbank were directed to investigate the propriety of exchange operations in 
all trade organizations and Gosbank institutions. 


Comrade D. D. Veliyev, minister of Foreign Affairs of the AzSSR and Comrade 
A. M. Zamanov, republic procurator, were rebuked for their slowness in 
investigating illegal transactions involving sugar and other popular goods. 
They were instructed to exercise tight control over the investigation of 
these cases. 











Obkoms, gorkoms and raykoms were instructed to make higher demands on the 
heads of trade organizations for the uninterrupted supply of the vital 
necessities to the population, to establish daily control over the rational 
expenditure of commodities in normal demand, and to mete out severe 
punishment to persons guilty of illegal commercial transactions. 
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